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THE MYSTERY OF ORCIVAL
A music tradition was deeply rooted in the Negro community. No similar tradition in magic existed..Tammy--the stock analyst, broker, and
cat-food-eating feline fetishist-whom he had dated from Christmas of '65 through February of '66, had given him the timepiece in return for all the
trading commissions and perfect sex that he had given her.."Sulk away," the man said. "If you don't like this work, there's always the roaster.".He
went directly to the kitchen and drew a glass of water at the sink faucet. He swallowed two antiemetic tablets that he had brought with him, to
guard against vomiting..To his surprise, when Naomi expressed an interest in romance, Junior was a bull again. He would have thought he had left
his best stuff at Reverend Harrison White's parsonage..When he pushed Naomi, profit was the motive. He killed Victoria and Vanadium in
self-defense. Those three deaths were necessary..Lying on his side in bed, clothed and shod, knees drawn up, arms folded across his chest, hands
pressed under his chin, like a precocious fetus dressed and waiting for birth, Junior tried to recall the chain of logic that had led to this long and
difficult pursuit of Bartholomew. That chain led three years into the past, however, which to Junior was an eternity, and not all the links were still
in place..Junior's agony might have made him howl like a cankered dog or might even have dropped him to his knees if he hadn't used the pain to
fuel his anger. His knobby countenance was so sensitive that the light breeze flailed his skin as cruelly as if it had been a barbed lash. Empowered
by rage even more beautiful than his countenance was monstrous, he crossed the parking lot, looking through car windows in the hope of seeing
keys dangling from an ignition..So they had cooked up this project, math and mayhem, geometry of limbs and branches, arboreal science and
childish stunt, a test of strategy and strength and skill-and of the scary limits of nine-year-old bravado..Angel moved her hand to Barty's right eye,
and again he didn't twitch with surprise when her fingers lightly touched his closed and sagging lid. "I won't let you forget.".Uncommon dexterity
is essential for anyone who hopes to become a highly skilled card mechanic, but it is not the sole requirement. A capacity to endure grim tedium
while engaging in thousands of hours of patient practice is equally important. The finest card mechanics also exhibit complex memory function of a
breadth and depth that the average person would find extraordinary..The lunatic lawman was not at any of the tables. Junior was sure of that,
because indulging his appreciation for lovely women, he had roamed the room repeatedly with his gaze..Weatherworkers used to carry a leather
sack in which they said they kept the winds, untying it to let a fair wind loose or to capture a contrary one. Maybe it was only for show, but every
weatherworker had a bag, a great long sack or a little pouch.."Thursday it is," he said, clearly delighted to be receiving only a third of the
fair-market rental from his apartment..Glass in the door next to Agnes cracked, dissolved. Pebbly blacktop like a dragon flank of glistening scales
hissed past the broken window, inches from her face..He considered himself to be a thoroughly useless man, taking up space in a world to which he
contributed nothing, but he did have a talent for baking. He could take any recipe, even one from a world-class pastry chef, and improve upon
it..By November 1967, the Father Brown detective stories, written for mystery-loving adults by G. K. Chesterton, thrilled Barty. This series of
books would retain a special place in his heart for the rest of his life-as would Robert Heinlein's The Star Beast, which was among his Christmas
gifts that year..Lientery's work met the criteria of great art, about which Junior had learned in art-appreciation courses. It undermined his sense of
reality, left him wary, filled him with angst and with loathing for the human condition, and made him wish he hadn't just eaten dinner..Junior had
heard of this invention, but until now he'd never seen one. He supposed that an obsessive like Vanadium might go to any lengths, including this
exotic technology, to avoid missing an important call..Yet he brooded even at breakfast, in spite of the consolation of clotted cream and berries,
raisin scones and cinnamon butter. In better worlds, wiser Tom Vanadiums chose different tactics that resulted in less misery than this, in a far
swifter conveyance of Enoch Cain to the halls of justice. But he was none of those Tom Vanadiums. He was only this Tom, flawed "land
struggling, and he couldn't take comfort in the fact that elsewhere he had proved to be a better man..Maria Elena Gonzalez-no longer a seamstress
in a dry-cleaners, but proprietor of Elena's Fashions, a small dress shop one block off the town square-joined Agnes, Barty, Edom, and Jacob on
Christmas.Oregon State Police might find at least one reason to be suspicious of the tragic scenario that he was creating. He didn't know much
about the technology that police might employ at a crime scene, and he knew even less about forensic pathology. He was just doing the best job he
could..Dinner was cooking in the upper of the two ovens. He switched the bottom oven, setting it at warm, and dropped open the door..Phimie must
be honored now with laughter instead of with tears, because her life had left Celestina with so many memories of joy and with joy personified in
Angel. To fend off tears, she said, "Listen, Clark Kent, we women need our little secrets, our private thoughts. If you can really read my heart this
easily, I guess I'm going to have to start wearing lead brassieres.".The disease hadn't corrupted her heart, and it had left her face untouched, as well.
Lovely, she was, as she had always been..Thrusting his finger toward the table with each repetition of the word, Barty happily insisted, "Pie, pie,
pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie.".In this brighter light, he further examined the gallery brochure and discovered Celestina's photograph. She and her sister
were not as alike as twins, but the resemblance was striking.."The one I'm about to start is Dr Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, which is maybe pretty
scary.".Neither Agnes nor Edom knew of Jacob's great skill with cards. He had been discreet about his apprenticeship with Obadiah, and for almost
twenty years, he'd resisted the urge to dazzle his siblings with his expertise..Startled, Celestina said, "Good grief, you're spooky. How could you
know what I'm thinking?".Jacob didn't know how he could ever bear to look at Agnes when she came home from the hospital. The sorrow in her
eyes would kill him as surely as a knife to the heart..In the kitchen again, Junior spread the blanket on the floor, to one side of the blood. He rolled
Vanadium onto the blanket, and drew the ends of it together, fashioning a sled with which to drag the detective out of the house..And so at the age
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of thirty-one, after more than twenty-eight years of blindness with a few short reprieves, Barty Lampion received the gift of sight from his
ten-year-old daughter. 1996 through 2000: Day after day, the work was done in memory of Agnes Lampion, Joey Lampion, Harrison White,
Seraphim White, Jacob Isaacson, Simon Magusson, Tom Vanadium, Grace White, and most recently Wally Lipscomb, in memory of all those who
had given so much and, though perhaps still alive in other places, were gone from here..At the beginning of his third month, instead of at the end of
his fifth, he was combining vowels and consonants: "ba-ba-ba, ga-ga-ga, la-la-la, ca-ca-ca.".This time, even San Francisco, under a Chinese-blue
sky stippled with a cloisonne of silver-and-gold clouds, couldn't provide solace or calm Celestina's nerves. Her sister's dilemma wasn't as easily put
out of mind as any problem of her own might have been-and she herself had never been in such an awful situation as Phimie was now..mouth was
turned down in half a frown. From the corner of her lips oozed a stream.The sirens shrieked so loud that he felt a sympathetic vibration in his dental
fillings, and with a sharp cry of brakes, a great red truck turned the comer, at once followed by a second..Angel raised her attention from the salt
shaker to Tom's face, studied his scars for a moment, and said, "No.".THE MORNING THAT it happened was bright and blue in March, two
months after Barty took Angel for a dry walk in wet weather, seven weeks after Celestina married Wally, and five weeks after the happy
newlyweds completed their purchase of the Galloway house next door to the Lampion place. Selma Galloway, retired from a professorship years
earlier, had subsequently retired further, taking advantage of the equity in her long-owned home to buy a little condo on the beach in nearby
Carlsbad..Maria said, "It is ... the only thing ... I can do for him now, for you. I be nobody, not."No, the monster lives in there," Barty said, which
was a joke, because he'd never suffered night frights of that-or any--sort..As best he could, he examined his clothes. They were better pressed than
he expected, and not noticeably soiled.."Maybe." In truth, Tom didn't believe that any of this could be learned even by one adept taking instruction
from another adept. They were born with the same special perception, but with different and strictly limited abilities to interact with the multiplicity
of worlds that they could detect. He wasn't able to explain even to himself how he could send a coin or other small object Elsewhere; it was
something he just felt, and each time that the coin vanished, the authenticity of the feeling was proved. He suspected that when Barty walked where
the rain wasn't, the boy employed no conscious techniques; he simply decided to walk in a dry world while otherwise remaining in this wet one-and
then he did. Woefully incomplete wizards, sorcerers with just a trick or two each, they had no secret tome of enchantments and spells to teach to an
apprentice.."One of the things I was searching for in your house was a life insurance policy on your wife. I didn't find one. Didn't find any canceled
checks for the premium, either.".Cypresses lined the entry drive to the cemetery. Tall and solemn, the trees kept guard, as though posted to prevent
restless spirits from roaming out into the land of the living..Junior opened his eyes and saw that only the second of the two rounds had found its
intended mark. The first had cracked through the center of a cabinet door, surely shattering dishes within..Agnes had believed that through this
ordeal, she'd largely spared her child from an awareness of the awful depth of her misery. In this, however, as in so many other instances, the boy
proved to be more perceptive and more mature than she'd realized. Now she felt that she had failed him, and this failure ached like a
wound.."There's lots of places where I don't have bad eyes at all. And then lots of places where I have it worse or don't have it as bad, but still have
it some."."You feel remorse, though," said Agnes. "I can see you do. And not just because of what happened to your hands.".Nolly finally disturbed
the quiet: "Well, sir ... you're quite a psychologist.".Earlier in the week, Junior had looked up Thomas Vanadium in the telephone directory. He
expected the number to be unlisted, but it was published. What he wanted more than a number was an address, and he found that as well..Indeed, he
would get through the rest of 1965 without resorting to another homicide. The nonfatal shooting in September would be regrettable, quite messy,
painful-but necessary, and calculated to do as little damage as possible..In July, she went for a walk on the shore with Paul Damascus, expecting to
do a little beachcombing, to watch the comical scurrying crabs. Somewhere between the seashells and the crustaceans, however, he asked her if she
could ever love him..He either detected their well-concealed surprise or assumed they would be curious as to why, in spite of extensive surgery, he
still wore this Boris Karloff face..He was astonished that adoption records would be sealed and so closely guarded when a child was being placed
with a member of its immediate family, with its mother's sister..Rising slowly like the blade in the hands of an ax murderer as deliberate as an
accountant, Thomas Vanadium's gaze arced from Junior's clenched fist to his face..BARTY TODDLED, Barty walked, and ultimately Barty carried
a pie for his mother on one of her delivery days, wary of his balance and solemn with responsibility..A half bath downstairs. Two bedrooms and a
full bath on the upper floor. All deserted.."Oil and natural-gas pipelines will fracture, explode. A sea of fire will wash cities, killing hundreds of
thousands more.".The cord wasn't long enough to allow Celestina to take the telephone handset with her, so she put it down on the nightstand,
beside the lamp..The traffic light turned green. Now onward home. Rolex recovered and bright upon his wrist, Junior Cain drove his Mercedes with
a restraint that required more self-control than he had realized he could tap, even with the guidance of Zedd..In his seventies but vigorous and full
of fun, Sparky liked to take an occasional jaunt to Reno, to pump the slot machines and try a few hands of blackjack. The off-the-record, tax-free
monthly checks from Simon were gratefully received, ensuring the old man's cooperation with the conspiracy..Finished, Joshua excused himself
and went down the hall to his office. He was gone perhaps five minutes, and when he returned, he sent Barty off to the waiting room, where the
receptionist kept a jar of lemon- and orange-flavored hard candies. "A few of them have your name on 'em, Bartholomew.".Because he genuinely
liked women and hoped always to please them, always to be discreet and chivalrous and giving, Junior did as she wished, spinning a vivid account
of the grisly vengeance he would take if ever Seraphim told anyone what he'd done to her. Vlad the Impaler, the historical inspiration for Brain
Stoker's Dracula--thank you, Book-of-the-Month Club--could not have imagined bloodier or more horrific tortures and mutilations than those that
the-mystery-of-orcival.pdf
Page 2/6

The Mystery Of Orcival

Junior promised to visit upon the reverend, his wife, and Seraphim herself Pretending to terrorize the girl excited him, and he was perceptive
enough to see that she was equally excited by pretending to be terrorized.."-and wherever he went, between his shows, he always gave free
performances at nursing homes, schools for the deaf-"."You might as well beat a cloud for raining," said Otter's mother..Five days later, on Barty's
birthday morning, when Agnes and Edom were in the kitchen, making preparations for the visits that had earned her the affectionate title of Pie
Lady, Barty was in his highchair, eating a vanilla wafer lightly dampened with milk. Each time a crumb fell from the cookie, the boy plucked it off
the tray and neatly conveyed it to his tongue..Initially, the Pacific could not be seen beyond an opaque lens of fog, Yet later, when the mist
retreated, the sea itself became a portent of sightlessness: Spread flat and colorless in the morning light, the glassy water reminded her of the
depthless eyes of the blind, of that terrible sad vacancy where vision is denied..He continued until four aces of hearts and four aces of diamonds
were on the table in front of him. These eight draws he had prepared, and this effect was his intention..He had visited the library primarily to
confirm that Harrison White was unquestionably dead. He'd shot the man four times. Two bullets 'in the gas tank of the stolen Pontiac destroyed
the parsonage and should have incinerated the reverend. When you were dealing with black magic, however, you could never be too
cautious..Somehow, Agnes knew that in his younger days, Obadiah had been a stage magician. Artlessly, she drew him out on the subject..Paul
said, "I wanted you ... I don't know ... I just wanted you to see her. I wanted to say ... to say. . ."."Well," Kathleen said, "even if the money wasn't so
nice, I'd be sorry to see this case end.".Finally: "A trial lawyer, whether specializing in criminal or civil matters, is like an actor, Mr. Cain. He must
believe deeply in his role, in the truth of his portrayal, if he's to be convincing. I always believe in the innocence of my clients in order to achieve
the best possible settlement for them.".The terror he hid from her vanished with the recital of their vows. He knew from their first kiss as husband
and wife that this was his destiny. What a great adventure they'd had together these past twenty-three years, one that Doc Savage might have
envied..Frowning, Angel studied the tasty strip of meat pinched between her fingers, reevaluating everything she thought she knew about the
source of bacon..Her case of polio had been so severe that braces and crutches were never an option. Muscle rehabilitation had been
ineffective..More than twice, worried nurses-and even a resident internist braved the tumult to check on Junior's condition. They asked if he really
felt up to entertaining visitors, these visitors..Victoria lay faceup on the floor. The nurse was no longer as lovely as she had been, and perhaps
because of early rigor mortis, her grace, which had initially been evident even in death, had now deserted her.."My God," Junior said, pretending
that his befuddlement had faded and that his mind had just now clarified, "you think Naomi was murdered, don't you?".Kathleen hadn't noticed
Tom replace his glass on the table, over the quarter. When he lifted it to drain the last of the martini, two dimes and a nickel glittered on the
tablecloth, where previously the quarter had been.."It's just that you never know what anyone's hand has been up to recently," Jacob explained.
"That respectable banker down the street might have thirty dismembered women buried in his backyard. The nice church-going lady next door
might be sleeping in the same bed with the rotting corpse of a lover who tried to jilt her, and for a hobby she makes jewelry from the finger bones
of preschool children she's tortured and murdered.".Indeed, she found it difficult to talk with her son in their usual easy way. She heard a stiffness
in her voice that she knew would sooner or later be apparent to him..With every step through the long night walk, Paul had considered what he
would say, must say, if this encounter ever took place. Now all his practiced words deserted him..Into the autumn of 1967, Junior reviewed
hundreds of thousands of phone listings, and occasionally he located a rare Bartholomew. In San Rafael or Marinwood. In Greenbrae or San
Anselmo. Located and investigated and cleared them of any connection with Seraphim White's bastard baby.."They've gone to bed. They're tired,"
Wally told her as he put the car in gear and released the hand brake. "Aren't you?".The wink startled and baffled Edom. Oddly, he thought of the
mysterious, disembodied, and eternally unwinking eye in the floating pinnacle of the pyramid that was on the back of any one-dollar bill..Blue fire
flashed across the top of the range and followed drips down the baked-enamel front to the floor. Blue flared to yellow, and the yellow darkened
when the blaze found the cadaver.."Wally gave her tests. She's got an exceptional understanding of color, spatial relationships, and geometric forms
for a child her age. She may be a visual prodigy.".He repressed the scream, however, because he sensed that if he gave voice to it, he wouldn't be
able to silence himself for a long long time..He'd wanted to give Celestina more help than she would accept. She continued working nights as a
waitress for two years, while she completed classes at the Academy of Art College, and she quit her job only when she began to sell her paintings
for enough to equal her wages and gratuities.."So entertaining, I felt I should have paid for those seats. When the third machine starts whizzing
coins at him, he bolts like a kid running a graveyard at midnight on a dare." Nolly laughed, remembering.."I was twenty-three. At St. Anselmo's I
was the prefect of one dormitory floor. The floor on which all the murders occurred. After that ... I decided maybe I could better protect the
innocent if I were a cop. For a while, the law gave me more to hold on to than faith did."."I'm Sister Josephina." She slipped Celestina's purse off
her shoulder--"You can trust this with me"-.Under other circumstances, Agnes might have blushed, but now her apparently irrational fear of too
much life insurance had been vindicated..She started toward the door, stopped, and turned to him in the dark. "Kid of mine?"."Apple juice, lime
Jell-O, and four soda crackers," said the detective. "If you don't have enough of a conscience to make you confess,."I wouldn't just whack anyone,
not even a worm bucket like Cain, any more than I would commit suicide. Remember, I believe in eternal consequences.".break and conversation
among the customers fell into a lull. When the bar phone rang, though it was muted, he heard it at his table..At the end of their second date,
however, Frieda invited Junior up to her apartment, to see her Lientery collection and, no doubt, to take a ride on the Cain ecstasy machine. She
owned seven canvases by the painter, received as partial payment of his PR bills.."Tom, Wally, I'm sorry for the brusque introductions," Agnes
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Lampion apologized. "We'll have plenty of getting-to-know-each other time over dinner. But the people in this room have been waiting an entire
week to hear from you, Tom. We can't wait a moment longer.".Just as Celestina snapped shut the latches on the suitcase and turned to the door, a
nurse's aide entered, pushing a cart loaded with towels and bed linens.
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