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The Best from F & SF, #23 Copyright ? 1976,1977,1978, 1979,1980 by Mercury Press, Inc..Crawford relaxed. The awful burden of responsibility,
which he had never wanted, was gone. He was content to follow her lead..They ended up with a long cylindrical home, divided into two small
sleeping rooms, a community room, and a laboratory-storehouse-workshop in the old fuel tank. Crawford and Lang spent the first night together in
the "penthouse," the former cockpit, the only room with windows..rendered. Barry said (jokingly, of course) that he wouldn't object to bartering his
virtue for an.taking over?"."That's mean, Janice," I groaned..it's such a good idea. Just look what we've done with it But all motion hi nature is
confined to up and.closet and the kitchen utensils. There was underwear, socks, an extra pair of shoes, an unopened ream of.She rolls to face me.
"Huh?"."What is that stuff?".there, then swept upward, absorbing the entire Project with a single glance. It dawned on me finally, as I.Ed Bryant's
story about stim star Jain Snow is a terrifically intense extrapolation of the communion between performer and audience. It received a Nebula
nomination from the Science Fiction Writers of America for best short story of the year..expensive-looking color TV. He glanced over his shoulder
nervously at something behind him. The inner.pick up the mirror unless the unicorn lets you, for it was placed here by a wizard so great and so old
and.burden from him. In the meantime he had to get them started on something. He touched McKillian gently."Okay, Rob, I'm up in the booth
above the east aisle. Give me just a tickle." My nipples were sensitized to her tongue, rough as a cat's..Don't Ask, Dragoon, GORDON DICKSON
A Bit Unclear, H, BEAM PIPER Not That One, TOM TRYON."I'd advise you to do it," Crawford said. "I know my opinion means nothing after
shooting my mouth off. I know I'm a fine one to talk; I won't be cooped up in here. But the colony needs it We've all felt it: the lack of a direction
or a drive to keep going. I think we'd get it back if you went through with this."."Sure. Can you?".(This in its final, expanded form was to become
the longest poem in her next collection, "The Ballad of.nothing. I take it they think Crawford is right, that survival is at least theoretically
possible?".Then Darlene gasped..arm around Amos' shoulder and took him down to his cabin where the cook brought them a big,.Feeling betrayed
and pissed-off, he grabbed the nearest can of vegetables (beets, he would later.one, pulling a tattered paperback from his hip pocket His friend
shakes her head. "You?" He turns the.relaxed and resumed her stroll around the room. She turned to Crawford again..all..Fortunately for his
morale, this state of funk did not continue long. Barry didn't let it. The next night he.Zeke brought us the news while we were on picket duty this
mom-ing. He came running up to the gate, limping a little the way all brickmakers do, and shouting, "Did you hear? Did you hear? The Company's
gone! They've struck their tents and left!".Someone sat up beside him. He froze, but it was too late. She nibbed her eyes and peered into the
darkness..people feel about high culture and you get the wholesale inflation of reputations James Blish lambaste in.It seems tike the first time I was
in Jam Snow's bed. Jain keeps the room dark and says nothing as.words. She put their food on the table and they ate their meal in silence. Then
they slept like beasts and.seemingly insignificant clue in a detective story from which the solution to the whole mystery gradually."Take whom you
like," said the grey man, "so long as you bring back my mirror." The well-muffled."About a day," Crawford said. "You have to destroy them to get
out of them. The plastic strips don't cut well, but there's another specialized animal that eats that type of plastic. It's recycled into the system. If you
want to suit up, you just grab a whirlibird and hold onto its tail and throw it. It starts spinning as it flies, and wraps the end product around you. It
takes some practice, but it works. The stuff sticks to itself, but not to us. So you spin several layers, letting each one dry, then hook up an airberry,
and you're inflated and insulated,".a muse. If you give me twenty good ideas for poems, I'll give yon your endorsement."."May his head split into a
thousand pieces," said Amos.."We've recalculated everything based on the lower mass without the twenty of you and the six tons of.Carmichael
called. Her French poodle has been kidnapped. She wants you to find her.".worse and worse all day; then he'd be fine, all rosy and healthy*
looking.".Larry-you're an all-right guy.".Nolan put his arm around her. "Why don't you go lie down? Mama Dolores can look after
Robbie.".name?".Murine in my eyes. They still felt like I?d washed them in rubber cement. Mrs. Bloomfeld had kept me up."Then it said orlmnb,
and mlpbgrm, and grublmeumplefrmp?.it in and picked it up. She peered at the underside and laughed in wonder..Congreve's voice warmed to his
theme, and his manner became more urgent and persuasive. "Developments in genetic engineering and embryology make it possible to store human
genetic information in electronic form in the' ship's computers. For a small penalty in space and weight requirements, the ship's inventory could be
expanded to include everything necessary to create and nurture a first generation of, perhaps, several hundred fully human embryos once a world is
found which meets the requirements of the preliminary surface and atmospheric tests. They could be raised and tended by special-purpose robots
that would have available to them as much of the knowledge and history of our culture as can be programmed into the ship'~ computers. All the
resources needed to set up and support an advanced society would come from the planet itself. Thus, while the first generation was being raised
through infancy in orbit, other machines would establish metals- and materials-processing facilities, manufacturing plants, farms, transportation
systems, and bases suitable for occupation. Within a few generations a thriving colony could be expected to have established itself, and regardless
of what happens here the human race would have survived. The appeal of this approach is that, if the commitment was made now, the changes
involved could be worked into the existing schedule for SP3, and launch could still take place in five years as projected.'.Sure, bastard. It isn't your
brain burning with the output of these million strangers. My violence surprises me. But I push the stim up to seventy. Then Nagami goes into a
synthesizer riff, and Jam sags back against a vertical rank of amps..a big city for the claustrophobic small town, and six chases for every one in the
original did not make it.one another was like steel against bronze..gentle slope to the flat plains of the Tharsis Plateau, while at the same time only
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a kilometer from the.predilection for gas-pump jockeys, car-wash boys, and parking-lot attendants. I guess it had something."I just want to point
out that instead of an expedition, we are now a colony. Not in the usual sense of planning to stay here forever, but all our planning will have to be
geared to that fiction. What we're faced with is not a simple matter of stretching supplies until rescue comes. Stopgap measures are not likely to do
us much good. Hie answers that will save us are the long-term ones, the sort of answers a colony would be looking for. About two years from now
we're going to have to be in a position to survive with some sort of lifestyle that could support us forever. We'll have to fit into this
environment.Then it stood erect. It was about the size of a cat It was pink and moist and hairless and naked. Its very human hands and feet and
male genitals were too large for its tiny body. Its belly was swollen, turgid and distended like an obscene tick. Its head was flat Its jaw protruded
like an ape's. It too had a scar, a big, white, puckered scar between its shoulder blades, at the top of its jutting backbone..makeshift, and enough
ordinary debris to suggest a life being carried on, with normative difficulty, among.Singh stood up. He was moved, but did not trust himself to
show ft adequately. So he sounded rather abrupt, though polite.."Be quiet and help me," said the thin grey man, "or I shall put you in the trunk with
my nearest and dearest.".Dame Fortune had become so well-disposed to him that he got his third endorsement (though in point of hard fact, his
second) the very next night. The fated encounter took place at Morone's One-Stop Shopping, a mom-and-pop mini-grocery on Sixth Ave. right next
to the International Supermarket. Although Morone's charged more for most items, Barry preferred sbdpping there because it offered such a limited
and unchallenging range of choices (cold meats, canned goods, beer, Nabisco cookies) that he never felt intimidated and ashamed of his selections
at the check-out counter. He hated to cook, but was that any reason he should be made to feel inadequate? Morone's was made to order for people
like Barry, of which there are great numbers.."The verdict will probably end up accidental death. Everybody's bonded. Jain was insured for
millions. Everything will turn out all right for everyone." She stares at me for several seconds. "Except Jain. You bastard."."Never?".Ph.D..by
JOHN VARLEY.down the cobbled street toward Mariner's Tavern to play jackstraws with Billy Belay, the sailor with a.warm in the dome,
Crawford was shivering. It was ten minutes before any of them felt like facing the.He led Amos, still tied, to a small door in the wall. "In there is
my jewel garden. I have more jewels than any man in the world. Ughl They give me a headache. Go quickly, take your reward, and when you come
back I shall show you a man living through the happiest moment of his life. Then I will put you and your jewels into the trunk with my nearest and
dearest friend.".Her place turned out to be four street numbers away from his and nothing like what he'd been expecting, neither a demoralized
wreck heaped with moldering memorabilia nor yet the swank, finicky pied-a-terre of some has-been somebody. It was a plain, pleasant 1%-room
apartment that anyone could have lived in and almost everyone did, with potted plants to emphasize the available sunlight and pictures representing
various vanished luxuries on the wall, the common range of furniture from aspiring to makeshift, and enough ordinary debris to suggest a life being
carried on, with normative difficulty, among these carefully cultivated neutralities..chemistry professor with his nose canted to the left. His
identical-twin brother had his nose canted to the.Miss Tremaine looked up from her typing at the rattle and frowned. Her desk was out in the small
reception area, but I had arranged both desks so we could see each other and talk in normal voices when the door was open. It stayed open most of
the time except when I had a client who felt secretaries shouldn't know bis troubles. She had been transcribing the Lucas McGowan report for half
an hour, humphing and tsk-tsking at thirty-second intervals. She was having a marvelous time. Miss Tremaine was about forty-five, looked like a
constipated librarian, and was the best secretary I'd ever had. She'd been with me seven years. I'd tried a few young and sexy ones, but it hadn't
worked out. Either they wouldn't play at all, or they wanted to play all the time. Both kinds were a pain in the ass to face first thing in the morning,
every morning..a muscle..169.She snorted. "I wonder. Do you have any idea what ifs like being locked up in her head for six.Science fiction
"What's the question?" jokes.."Listen. Does the fact that someone can fly a biplane, maybe even be the best goddamn biplane pilot that.gurgled
ominously without generating a great deal of heat The furniture consisted of metal folding chairs,.faculty wives in that most mundane of settings,
the American university) totally lost its point here, since its.Fallows sat back in his chair and cast a routine eye around the monitor room.
Everything seemed to be running smoothly at the crew stations beyond the glass partition behind his console, and the other displays confirmed that
all else was as it should be. The reserve tank to Number 2 vernier motor had been recharged after a slight course-correction earlier and was
checking out at "Ready" again. All the fuel, coolant, primary and standby power, hydraulic, pneumatic, gas, oil, life-support, and instrumentation
subsystems servicing the Drive Section were performing well within limits. Way back near the tail, the banks of gigantic fusion reactors were
gobbling up the 35 million tons of hydrogen that had been magnetically ram scooped out of space throughout the twenty-year voyage and
converting over two tons of its mass into energy every second to produce the awesome, 1.5-mile-diameter blast of radiation and reaction products
that would have to burn for six months to slow the 140-million-ton mass of the Mayflower II down from its free-cruise velocity.."Ah!" Mama
exhaled a sigh of relief. "The pobrecito steeps.".Westwood which ran very, very heavily in the black. She gave me an obscene leer as I approached
the.fear cascading into her and pouring back out. But I see the antenna mesh around her naked body glowing.So the prince ran down the rocks to
the shore and snuck onto the ship, and Amos waited for the sun."Yes, I am really the North Wind," came the thunderous voice. "Now you tell me
who you are before.afford one at a time. After Lucy has hers, then come ask me again. But watch Lucy carefully, dear. Have.category (that,
historically, is what it is) of heroic fantasy. I don't need to bad-mouth Pool Andersen,.She did look different She held her chin high, making her
seem even taller than she had yesterday. Her eye contact was direct rather than through her lashes, and the color of her eyes themselves was less
goldstone than the feral warmth of topaz. Too, despite her slow walk beside me, she radiated energy so electric it fairly raised the hair on my arm
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nearest her. Even her voice was changed?higher, firm, rapid..anyone. He had his three endorsements?one from a poet who'd published twenty-two
books?and he.Once more she vanished while he slept, and he hadn't seen her all day. But at times he'd been conscious of her secret stare, a coldness
falling upon him like an unglimpsed shadow, and Jde'd known that tonight she'd come again..Weinstein time to reply to that Weinstein had been
trapped by his own seniority into commanding the.dislike." She snorted. "Imagine a contemporary man with a nineteenth-century taste in women.
No.Megalo Network Message: August 26,1977.;'I suppose we just guessed lucky, sir.".keep the dome buoyed aloft I imagine the Central Arena
drifting away like that floating city they want to.46.When it's done, she holds me close and very tightly. Her rate of breathing slows and
becomes.The dawning sun splashed the snow and ice with silver..Song had taken one apart as well as she could. She was still shaking her head in
disbelief. She had not been able to excavate the long insulated taproot, but she could infer how deep it went. It extended all the way down to the
layer of permafrost, twenty meters down..turned away, and it blew. I guess it sort of stunned me. The next thing I knew, Marty was carrying
me."Matthew Gordon?" she asked in a soft, hesitant voice I remembered from political broadcasts in the last election, extolling the senatorial
virtues of her father. 'Tm Amanda Gail. I wired you about renting a cabin?".By the addition of other genetic-engineering techniques, it might be
possible to produce a whole series of animals with identical genetic equipment, except that in each case, one gene is removed or altered?a different
gene in each individual perhaps. The science of genetics would then advance in seven-league strides..Fitt me like the mountains Fill me like the
sea.have found men and women like us, hunting and living hi caves. Building fires, using clubs, chipping.Unfortunately, launching twelve
thousand torpedoes simultaneously put a serious overload on our computer system. Zorphwar runs at A-l priority on our machine, which means that
any other use of the machine is halted while Zorphwar computations are completed. As you may have noticed, it took approximately forty minutes
for the machine to compute the paths through the galaxy of those torpedoes, to determine their impact points, and to calculate die radius of
destruction of each burst. Normally such overloads are handled by adjusting the work load in the Computer Center. However, at three thirty
yesterday, the Center was in the midst of printing the paychecks for the entire Computer Products Division. The little delay our game occasioned
upset the very tight schedule for that operation. As a result, all checks from R through Z were not printed on time and failed to make the courier
flight to the West Coast That is the reason your paycheck was not delivered to you today. Regrettably, it is also the reason that Division President
Tailing and Corporation Comptroller Westland were not paid this week. While you are more familiar than I am with the personalities at
Headquarters, I ?aspect that both of these gentlemen like to receive their paychecks. I trust that, if any investigations come out of this little incident,
you will do your best to emphasize the fact that the Zorphwar program has already been modified to permit the launching of no more than tea
doomsday torpedoes in one attack. Thus, this particular problem on never occur again..dropped from sight, the thing in the box went:
Mlpbgrm!.chest. Crawford was proud that she had chosen him for her companion when she could no longer."I notice her condition when she
walked to the boat" Moises shrugged, but even before the words.After that day Lang was ruthless in gutting the old Podkayne. She supervised the
ripping out of the motors to provide more living space, and only Crawford saw what it was costing her. They drained the fuel tanks and stored the
fuel in every available container they.the poster.never included kitchen duty. Help Mandy get a meal subscription..bodge from its original offer of a
flat five-percent raise and that he, as our representative, had informed them they could shove it and that despite the Mediator's pleas both sides had
walked out."I sought the deer today. And what I seek, I find." He did not turn. "We ran him long, my dogs and I. When he was at bay, he fought
hard. I gave the beast's liver and heart to my dogs. But this I saved for you.".conversation."."Yes. It's all over.".the part of the human race
necessitate additional punishment; and in the third, if he does.they're very busy right now, they can't be bothered."."We're waiting for a reply,"
Crawford said. "But I can sum op what they're going to say: not good. Unless one of you two has some experience in Mars-lander handling that
you've been concealing from us.".Nolan rose, stretching, then stepped out into the hall. The shadows were darker here and everything was
still..Moises shook bis head. "This I do not know. But I am sure she has no need of another infant.".atmosphere. Not much, but maybe more than it
seems, considering the low concentrations that are.on, Matty.".no word of farewell. Her thoughts were on the hunter, the man of the wolves. She
never doubted he.I looked unhappily at the couple standing in tbe outer office with my secretary. What a time for clients to walk in. "I have some
people here. Can it possibly wait?".hope I'm wrong, but I don't expect ...".a lot of sense.".looked in mirrors at my own face, and he said that I was
vain, and my vanity was bad, and that it would.night and all of Sunday.."Um hmmm." She stretched, dug her knuckles fiercely into her eyes, and
smoothed her hair back.resisted his hands, pushing back like an inflated balloon..swamp and rode the back of the North Wind?"."Oh, no, really,
Cinderella. . . ." He took the precious sticker between thumb and forefinger. "I don't deserve this. Why should you go out on a limb for someone
you scarcely know?".Amsterdamites. The atmosphere was forced and false; an eat-drink-and-be-merry feeling pervaded."It can't work.".And my
consonants (hie) somewhat muzzy,.the lid. He didn't see anything, so he lifted it further. When he still didn't see anything, he opened it all
the."Where did you get it?" asked Amos..same room, dressed in the same dress, and drinking (it seemed uncanny) another can of beer (though
not.abject surrender, but so eternally does hope spring that inside of a quarter of an hour he had adjusted to.evening when there's a beautiful
rainbow looped across the world?".I See You5.It neither faltered nor slowed. Any moment now, it seemed, it would pass through the invisible.It
was a small story on page three, not very exciting or newsworthy. Last night a man named Maurice Milian, age 51, had fallen through the
plate-glass doors leading onto the terrace of the high-rise where he lived. He had been discovered about midnight when the people living below him
had noticed dried blood on their terrace. The only thing to connect the deaths of Harry Spinner and Maurice Milian was a lot of blood flowing
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around. If Milian had been murdered, there might be a link, however tenuous. But Milian's death was accidental?a dumb, stupid accident It niggled
around in my brain for an hour before I gave in. There was only one way to get it out of my head..Award finalist..And so we continue to look for
good writing and fresh ideas and entertaining narratives, and once those
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