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Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the
bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his
deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with] this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is
void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the
Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not
assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never
see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on
thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in
dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and answered prayer." (27).? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not
approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite..Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii.
230..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!."O sister mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that which
is with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning the craft of women and their wiles, and have no fear lest this endamage
thee with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which are of all kinds and colours. When a [true] jewel falleth into the hand of him who is
knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that which is other than it. Moreover, he preferreth some of them over others, and in this he
is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath moulded] and kindleth fire thereunder. When the baking is at an end and he
goeth about to take forth that which is in the oven, he findeth no help for it but that he must break some thereof, whilst other some are what the folk
need and whereof they make use, and yet other some there be that return to their whilom case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou
knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit for all folk.".? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? For indeed I am mated
with longing love in public and privily, Nor ever my heart, alas I will cease from mourning, will I or nill..Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious,
ii. 5..I did as she bade me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which
hath befallen him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in
each month, wherein I go down [into the city and take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I
dispose of myself as I will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was
[engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there,
and before I was aware, this youth came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not
win free of him till he had done away my maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as
often as I came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went.
This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with
me none dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore
and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every month..So they dragged him away, what while he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith
shall nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one
of them drew the sword upon him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk,
deal gently with this poor wretch and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire."
Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then,
shall we do with him?" asked they; and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be
quit of his blood, for indeed he is wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..91. The Loves
of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be
discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay
upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and
said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this
wise. This night the king will come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.'
The queen thanked her and the old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..? ? ? ? ? The flames of long desire wax
on me day by day And far away are pitched the tent-poles of my fair..Presently, the chief workman came to the palace and sought an audience of
the king, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and
lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy rank exalted over all the kings both morning and evening! (58)
The work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of his magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that
behoved us and there remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore,
giving unto each who had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers
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and chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I
have builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it
and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the
folk about them, so they might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands had wroughten..Then they ate and the tables were
removed and they washed their hands; after which Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the
place and with thy presence enlightenest and embellishest it; but now fain would these kings hear somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath
spread its wings for departure and there abideth thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its
strings on rare wise, played thereon after a wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were present as if the palace stirred with them for the
music. Then she fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.Then she
returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case and she said to him, 'Verily, my
breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so
either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her for this and admonished her;
(18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth and leam from him what he
saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every day to the physician's assembly.'.When twenty days had passed by, each [egg] was
hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So they did this and it was found a charge unto no one.
Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was told that they were become fowls. Moreover, they
brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched from each [pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or
fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that pertained to him, and after two months, he took the
old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left the [young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to
the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this
wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the king and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's
contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to them all that he took from them and lived a happy
and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor," added
the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew him.".Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..Meimoun was silent
and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this day and to-night until the morrow, when the boy will be circumcised
and each shall return to his own place.' So she took the lute and Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had in her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me
on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and improvising, sang the following verses:.'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am
a man from the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind, one and all, but followed
after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard
my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply
this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I
took up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and there was left me nothing to
occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have
married the latter to the new king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass out of the old royal family. So they proposed to him that he should
take her to wife, and he promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he had made with his former wife, to
wit, that he would take none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray], giving alms
galore and beseeching God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his wife, the daughter of his father's
brother..Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.Benou
Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the, i. 203..End of Volume I..100. The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.The old man kissed his hand and went away;
whereupon quoth Er Reshid to him, 'O Ishac, who is yonder man and what is his occasion?' 'O my lord,' answered the other, 'this is a man called
Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us slave-girls and mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth that with him is a fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist,
whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could not fairly sell her till he had shown her to me.' 'Let us go to him,' said the Khalif,'so we may
look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the slave-dealer's barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac answered, 'Commandment belongeth to
God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went on before them and they followed in his track till they came to the slave-dealer's barrack
and found it high of building and spacious of continence, with sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the number of the slave-girls, and folk
sitting upon the benches..When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the
Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his
punishment and that which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days,
during which time they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his
kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and
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degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers.
Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in
thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and
excellences..How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..I went out one night to the house of one of my friends and when it was the
middle of the night, I sallied forth alone [to go home]. When I came into the road, I espied a sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my spittle
dried up; but I feigned myself drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out and saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls right and
left and made as if I saw not the thieves, who followed me till I reached my house and knocked at the door, when they went away..? ? ? ? ? w. The
Sharper and the Merchants dccccxv.THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to
add to his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who had followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in
sitting with him and questioning him. So he went in quest of him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied
him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot
are threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say
this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot
and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place],
so he may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot, and I can take the whole.'.Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I
rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..Prince who fell in Love with the Picture, The, i. 256..Now the merchant their father lay asleep in the ship,
and the crying of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence them] and let the purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall
among the bales of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and seized upon the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but
you. Ye were playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here but you.' Then he took a staff and laying hold of the
children, fell to beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round about them and said, 'The boys of this island are all
thieves and robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not out the purse, he would drown them in the
sea; so when [by reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two boys and lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast
them into the sea..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i.
70..106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes ccccxix.? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared
of thee?.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king,
delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so
the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by
this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the
vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life
from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath
appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne."
"Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.When the Khalif heard his verses, he
took the cup from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he
filled again and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.The Nineteenth Night of the Month..The drums of glad tidings beat and they
entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the people of the towns and brought them the richest of
presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty
bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house of the guest-meal and
the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by, [without partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own fault (126) So the
folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise they abode days and months..EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).Officer's
Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in Love with the Picture dcccxciv.?
? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..King, The Old
Woman, the Merchant and the, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? i. King Ibrahim and his Son cccclxxi.After this, news came to the king of robbers in his land; so he
set out in quest of them and ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and behold, they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled
him [and his wife] by the way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him, and when they came into his presence, he questioned
them, saying, 'Where are the two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us and we will present them to our lord the king for
slaves to serve him and give him wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves of all that we possess and repent from sin and
fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and bade put them all to death. Moreover, he took
the two boys and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater tyrant
than his brother! There come to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by way of peace-offering], and he taketh the two
boys and all their good and slayeth them!'.However, after awhile, one of the women took pity on me and brought me a rag of thin stuff and cast it
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on me. With this I covered my privities, and no more, and abode awhile thus. Then said I in myself, "The husbands of these women will presently
gather together on me and I shall be disgraced." So I went out by another door of the house, and young and old crowded about me, running after me
and saying, "A madman! A madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at the door; whereupon out came my wife and seeing me naked, tall,
bareheaded, cried out and ran in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But, when she and my family knew me, they rejoiced and said to me,
"What aileth thee?" I told them that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me and had been like to kill me; and when I told them that they
would have killed me, they praised God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety. So consider the craft of this woman and this device that she
practised upon me, for all my pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou
also.' So the Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom I bought with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her my
favourite (67) and loved her with an exceeding love and gave her charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one
of my servants to slay me, tempting him by promising him that she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she purposed
treason against me, I awoke [from my heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she
is a beguiler with her tongue and she hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not
deluded by her and by her talk.'.Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..The king read the letter and said to Abou Temam, "We will do
what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear her speech and she
thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned her sitting-chamber with the
costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the most sumptuous of royal
robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his sight shall suffer no evil
and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged and not curtailed.' (121)
So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122) Quoth the king's
daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and she continued,
'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that be around thee
and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to anything, she was angry
and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.When the king heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them
and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it
behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By
Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said was their
words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh
sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam, so he might look into his
affair.."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The
Two, iii. 145..? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.163. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccccxl.When it was the
eleventh day, the viziers betook them early in the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are assembled from the king's gate to
the gibbet, so they may see [the execution of] the king's commandment on the youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him;
whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance
after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be
oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and
how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they tell that.Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan
Shah and, i. 126..Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came to dose quarters and
exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh cried out to him,
saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But they of Baghdad
held back froni him; and when it appeared to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the first of them upon
their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis addressed themselves to flight..? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old
he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be My saying of a knave, his fashion and degree?.[When the king heard his wife's words], it was as if he had been
asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all kinds and colours. Moreover, he assembled all his
retainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he adorned his palace and despatched after El Abbas
a man of the chief officers of his household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a doublet of fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi
scarf; his waist was girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of Damietta make..One day, King Suleiman Shah went
in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father
deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him my heir apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then,
which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him,
'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable
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and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.Let
destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.Then the eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of the
brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water and bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and
ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the
bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress
charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts. Moreover, they both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of
price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was
bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and the moon. Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in
torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids
ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to
meet them with instruments of music..The first who sought her in marriage was King Nebhan of Mosul, who came to her with a great company,
bringing with him an hundred she-camels laden with musk and aloes-wood and ambergris and as many laden with camphor and jewels and other
hundred laden with silver money and yet other hundred laden with raiment of silken and other stuffs and brocade, besides an hundred slave-girls
and an hundred magnificent horses of swift and generous breeds, completely housed and accoutred, as they were brides; and all this he laid before
her father, demanding her of him in marriage. Now King Ins ben Cais had bound himself by an oath that he would not marry his daughter but to
him whom she should choose; so, when King Nebhan sought her in marriage, her father went in to her and consulted her concerning his affair. She
consented not and he repeated to Nebhan that which she said, whereupon he departed from him. After this came King Behram, lord of the White
Island, with riches more than the first; but she accepted not of him and he returned, disappointed; nor did the kings give over coming to her father,
on her account, one after other, from the farthest of the lands and the climes, each glorying in more (54) than those who forewent him; but she paid
no heed unto any of one them..There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest
of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and
they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect
in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl
Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them
slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and
bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and
they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..(When
Shehriyar heard this, he said in himself, 'By Allah, I have indeed been reckless in the slaying of women and girls, and praised be God who hath
occupied me with this damsel from the slaughter of souls, for that the slaughter of souls is a grave [matter!] By Allah, if Shah Bekht spare the
vizier, I will assuredly spare Shehrzad!' Then he gave ear to the story and heard her say to her sister:).Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and the
king was moved to compassion for him and granted him that which he sought and vouchsafed him that night's respite..Next morning, up came the
Cadi, with his face like the ox-eye, (104) and said, "In the name of God, where is my debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept and cried out
and said to the prefect, "Where is that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth in thievery and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me and said,
"Why dost thou not answer the Cadi?" And I replied, "O Amir, the two heads (105) are not equal, and I, I have no helper but God; but, if the right
be on my side, it will appear." At this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou make out that the right is on
thy side?" "O our lord the Cadi," answered I, "I deposited with thee a trust, to wit, a woman whom we found at thy door, and on her raiment and
trinkets of price. Now she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and after this thou turnest upon us and makest claim upon me for six thousand dinars.
By Allah, this is none other than gross unright, and assuredly some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her!".The Seventeenth Night of
the Month.."Leave the mention of him. Who is at the door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away and
estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ...
?" [And he repeated the following line:].75. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? And pliedst us with
cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange intoxicating bliss withal did circulate,.? ? ? ? ? We spent the night in passing the cup,
my mates and I, Till in the Eastward heaven the day-star did appear..Presently, she heard a blowing behind her; so she turned and behold, a head
without a body and with eyes slit endlong; it was of the bigness of an elephant's head and bigger and had a mouth as it were an oven and projecting
tusks, as they were grapnels, and hair that trailed upon the earth. So Tuhfeh said, 'I take refuge with God from Satan the Stoned!' and recited the
Two Amulets; (217) what while the head drew near her and said to her, 'Peace be upon thee, O princess of Jinn and men and unique pearl of her
age and her time! May God still continue thee on life, for all the lapsing of the days, and reunite thee with thy lord the Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee
be peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose like I have not seen among the Jinn!' Quoth the head, 'We are a people who avail not to change their
favours and we are called ghouls. The folk summon us to their presence, but we may not present ourselves before them [without leave]. As for me,
I have gotten leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present myself before thee and I desire of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy
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palace and question its haunters (219) concerning the plight of thy lord after thee and return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet es Sudour, that between
thee and thy lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,' rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me [for him] between whom
and me is fifty years' journey. And the head said to her, 'Be of good heart and cheerful eye, for the kings of the Jinn will restore thee to him in less
than the twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee an hundred songs, so thou wilt bring me news of my lord and that which hath befallen him
after me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou favour me and sing me a song, so I may go to thy lord and bring thee news of him, for that I
desire, before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst (220) may be quenched.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ?
? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..When the youth had made an end of
his story, the king's anger subsided a little and he said, "Restore him to the prison, for the day draweth to an end, and tomorrow we will took into
his affair.".There was once, of old days, a king of the kings, whose name was Azadbekht; his [capital] city was called Kuneim Mudoud and his
kingdom extended to the confines of Seistan and from the frontiers of Hindustan to the sea He had ten viziers, who ordered his state and his
dominion, and he was possessed of judgment and exceeding wisdom. One day he went forth with certain of his guards to the chase and fell in with
an eunuch on horseback, holding in his hand the halter of a mule, which he led along. On the mule's back was a litter of gold-inwoven brocade,
garded about with an embroidered band set with gold and jewels, and over against the litter was a company of horsemen. When King Azadbekht
saw this, he separated himself from his companions and making for the mule and the horsemen, questioned the latter, saying, "To whom belongeth
this litter and what is therein?". The eunuch answered, (for he knew not that he was King Azadbekht,) saying, "This litter belongeth to Isfehend,
vizier to King Azadbekht, and therein is his daughter, whom he purposeth to marry to Zad Shah the King.".Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love
thou didst excite, iii. 113.? ? ? ? ? k. The Eleventh Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were
drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou
him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this
is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy
deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he
told the youth..27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth cclxxi.Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..Then he bade fetch the youth and when he was
present before him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk
upbraid me on thine account and blame me for delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a
talking-stock among them, and indeed they come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed,
this very day I mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk of thy prate.".Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..? ? ? ? ? She came in robes of green, the likeness
of the leaf That the pomegranate's flower doth in the bud encase..O friends, the East wind waxeth, the morning draweth near, iii. 123..8. Noureddin
Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.? ? ? ? ? Get thee to patience fair, if thou remember thee of that Whose issues (quoth the Merciful) are ever
benedight. (89).Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that
she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it
behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king
granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised
himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he had been
prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the
eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..King Suleiman Shah and his Sons,
Story of, i. 150.As for Mesrour, he gave not over running till he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the
latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and chancing to look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth
the Khalif, when I went forth from him, dismissed the Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she arose
and condoled with him [for me,] saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to her, 'None is dead save
Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her,
'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.' And they gainsaid one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the
sword- bearer to see who is dead. Wherefore it were best that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my
saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched herself out and Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head, weeping..105. El Feth ben Khacan
and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.So saying, he sprang to his feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his voice,
saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote one of them, whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and buffeted
them on the napes of their necks; whereupon the thieves left that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for
terror] and they stayed not in their flight till they came forth of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they
halted, trembling and affrighted for the soreness of that which had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..When the two kings saw that
woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the
younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit,
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his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade
him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons
cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy
them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the
curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his
oppressive dealing with them..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clviii.58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.Then
he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought
of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he
answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the
year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these,
saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir
and his Pot of Butter dcx.? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad the Bedouin's Story cxliv.? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp,
Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of wonderment..God, Of Trust in, i. 114..Then the rest of the women of the palace came all to him and
lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So
they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls
in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!"
Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his
finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed..After this came the
horseman, who had taken Abou Sabir's wife, and complained of her to the king that she would not give him possession of herself, avouching that
she was his wife. The king bade bring her before him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So the horseman came with
her before him, and when the king saw her, he knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death. Then he became aware of the
troops, that they murmured against him and spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers and viziers and said to them, 'As for me, by God
the Great, I am not the king's brother! Nay, I am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and used every day to taunt me
therewith. Ye think that I am the king's brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of my patience. As for the king
who sought protection of me and I despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime and drove me forth of my
native land and banished me, without due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he had done to me, in the way of lawful vengeance. As
for the thieves who proffered repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with foul [dealing] and waylaid
me by the road and despoiled me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye deemed slaves, are my
very sons; so I avenged myself on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As for the horseman whom I
slew, the woman I took from him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to me]; so this was my right, and
my deed that I have done was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by way of tyranny.' When the folk
heard this, they marvelled and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding affection and excused themselves to
him, marvelling at that which God had done with him and how He had given him the kingship by reason of his longsuffering and his patience and
how he had raised himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while God cast down the [late] king from
the throne into the pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of the fruit of patience and its
sweetness and the fruit of haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.' On like wise, O king,"
continued the young treasurer, "it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the fashion of the noble,
and it is the chiefest of their reliance, especially for kings.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.At this Queen Kemeriyeh was
moved to exceeding delight and drank off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed
with red rubies, and a necklace of white jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister
Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and
improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor and carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of
sweetness I espied..? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's grief (18) is pined..? ? ? ? ? Yet,
I conjure thee, blame me not for passion and desire, Me whom estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry plight..One day, I changed my
clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome
house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and
descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he,
"It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man,
with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he
assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him,
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"I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God
aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in
estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing
foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be
the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have
four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".68. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccclxxxvi.The Sixth Day
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