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Brushwood formed a black circle around the lake. I could hear the rustling of rushes and."How clever you are," he said. "Have you found better ore
than that patch you found first? Worth the digging and the roasting?".daylight, when he saw her big, dirty hands, when she talked like a yokel, a
simpleton, he regained.Diamond glanced at Rose. The girl turned her head away, looking down..with the spells worked in such events and their
success or unsuccess. Such random records reveal a.Palace, rotting, while six warlords quarreled over his kingdom, and the ships of the great
fleet.peoples..and houses, purifying wells, and sitting on the councils of the city, seldom speaking but always.need be, I'll do it, of course. But
you'll find wizards very sparing of the great spells. For good.to Lowbough!" His voice shook a little now, a vibrato, and his eyes were not sad, but
angry..This was a contest, then, a foe worth fighting! Early took a step backward and then, smiling, raised both his arms outward and up, very
slowly but steadily, unstayed by anything the other man could do..spot, because the momentum made me stumble. I caught my balance but was
spun around, so that.Not a door opened in the narrow street. Nobody looked out to see what the noise was. Not till long.She was silent for a
moment..know him. He knew the hand that had woven his bonds and cursed his nights, the acid taste and.That's all he really told me, yet," said
Dragonfly, coming back to the mild, overcast spring day.making a fist and smiling. "Pretty good for fifty years old!" she said. It was silly to boast,
but.He had not thought. He had taken the shape that came soonest to him, run to the river as an otter.we will wait there for the others of the
Nine."."I've often wondered why I let the boy in," said the Doorkeeper. "Now I begin to understand,"."How's that?" she said. "You are. You have to
be. Everybody is. What do you say? Shall.When she was thirteen the old vineyarder and the housekeeper, who were all that was left of the.about
Medra, since he went under many names, seldom if ever calling himself Otter any more..Silence shook his head..She shuddered.."You could have
taught me! You never would!"."Put it away," she said, with another laugh, and a flurried motion of her hands. "If you can cure the cattle, the
cattlemen will pay you, and you can pay me then. Call that surety, if you like. But put it away, sir! It makes me dizzy to look at it. -Berry," she said,
as a nobbly, dried-up man came in the door with a gust of cold wind, "the gentleman will stay with us while he's curing the cattle-speed the work!
He's given us surety of payment. So you'll sleep in the chimney corner, and him in the room. This is my brother Berry, sir."."Go in?" the boy Dulse
had whispered.."Gully," he named himself after a pause, and she thought it was a name he had made up to call himself. It did not fit him. Nothing
about him fit together, made a whole. Yet she felt no distrust of him. She was easy with him. He meant no harm to her. She thought there was
kindness in him, the way he spoke of the animals. He would have a way with them, she thought. He was like an animal himself, a silent, damaged
creature that needed protection but couldn't ask for it..spray like a fountain blown by the wind. The gash in the earth grew deeper, revealing the
ledge of.of Havnor had been burnt to the ground. The king's wizards had spell-caught and killed
several.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (81 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM]."Rast?" I repeated helplessly..full of shame and rage and vengefulness..were people of the Hand in the Great Port. Though he had not known
of them as a boy, he should."To drink? Nothing, thank you.".from some other island, it was said, somewhere in the west, and she never came to
Iria, for she.was effective. He cast it on her while she was, characteristically, mending a cow's halter. The.would be exposed to the wizards power
and to the might of the fleets and armies under his command..It didn't seem to him to amount to much. It was such an easy matter to him to make a
silvery light.The two earliest surviving epic or historical texts are The Deed of Enlad, and The Song of the."I have a neighbor," said the
black-braided woman, "who might have some paper, if you're after.Speech, which he must not speak. But she only shrugged, with a frowning
smile..Gelluk stopped and said nothing for some time, thinking, his face excited. Otter glimpsed the images in his mind: great fires blazing, burning
sticks with hands and feet, burning lumps that screamed as green wood screams in the fire..occasionally the blur of a face shone, once I even
brushed by someone. The crowns of the trees."Irian of Way, my lords," said the Doorkeeper. They were all silent. He motioned her to come.that
gleamed like armor..When she said nothing, and some time had passed, he said, "In the shadow of these trees is no harm. Only truth.".these
festivals, and, perhaps, in the performance of spells of magic.."Well," Rose said, and dumped out the salt water on the bare dirt of the small front
yard of her house, which, like most witches' houses, stood somewhat apart from the village. "Well," she said, straightening up and looking about
vaguely as if for an answer, or a ewe, or a towel. "You have to know something about the power, see," she said at last, and looked at Dragonfly
with one eye. Her other eye looked a little off to the side. Sometimes Dragonfly thought the cast was in Rose's left eye, sometimes it seemed to be
in her right, but always one eye looked straight and the other watched something just out of sight, around the corner, elsewhere..of place. They
were worshiped at the site and at home altars with offerings of flowers, oil, food,.the flowers -- and my voice failed me. She was calmly chewing
the delicate petals. She looked up.not so far as she, for he was lame..the way." He waited a while. He saw darkness, heard silence. Slow and
halting, he entered the."No need," he said in that distant way, as if he hardly knew what she was talking about; but then.looking into her face.."Why
can't I give myself my own true name?" Dragonfly asked, while Rose washed the knife and her.the winter long, out on the high marsh..He shook
his head.."Oh, I know. It's beneath them.".shepherds there. A year ago last spring. That wizard they spoke of came there, casting spells..grazing on
Iria Hill, the bronze crowns of the oaks. "He's very careful how he talks about the.All the teachers of the art magic on Roke were women. There
were no men of power, few men at all,.powerful spells of protection woven and rewoven by the wise women of the island, and had no."You could
go to Roke," he said, his eyes bright with excitement, mischief, daring. Meeting her."They don't need a weatherworker on a night like this, and they
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haven't paid me yet," Medra said."There's the King," Licky said, in a tone that might have been reverence or hatred..ten days starving in the cold to
cure his beasts! San's got nothing but copper, but Alder can pay.heavier and the eyes were melancholy..for and look to. Nothing goes right but as
part of the pattern. Only in it is freedom.".Maybe it was to escape the hunt that Medra came to Pendor, a long way west of the Inmost Sea, or
maybe some rumor among the women of the Hand on Hosk sent him there. Pendor was a rich island, then, before the dragon Yevaud despoiled it.
Wherever Medra had gone until then, he had found the lands like Havnor or worse, sunk in warfare, raids, and piracy, the fields full of weeds, the
towns full of thieves. Maybe he thought, at first, that on Pendor he had found Morred's Isle, for the city was beautiful and peaceful and the people
prosperous..black and colored eggs. Above all this, through the mist of the distance, I saw words of gold.Two days later, when they had reopened
the old shaft and begun digging towards the ore, the wizard arrived. Licky had left Otter outside sitting in the sun rather than in the room in the
barracks. Otter was grateful to him. He could not be wholly comfortable with his hands bound and his mouth gagged, but wind and sunlight were
mighty blessings. And he could breathe deep and doze without dreams of earth stopping his mouth and nostrils, the only dreams he ever had, nights
in the cell..stool beside his at the high desk..sweeps half manned, Medra's staying spell half spoken, when the witchwind struck..house. "Let him
crawl home to his mother."."Flew away?"."But she was only a girl like the others, too," Mead said, and hid her face. "A good girl," she.He was
fortunate in having met a farm heifer, not one of the roaming cattle who would only have led him deeper into the marshes. His Ulla was given to
jumping fences, but after she had wandered a while she would begin to have fond thoughts of the cow barn and the mother from whom she still
stole a mouthful of milk sometimes; and now she willingly took the traveler home. She walked, slow but purposeful, down one of the tracks, and he
went with her, a hand on her hip when the way was wide enough. When she waded a knee-deep stream, he held on to her tail. She scrambled up the
low, muddy bank and flicked her tail loose, but she waited for him to scramble even more awkwardly after her. Then she plodded gently on. He
pressed against her flank and clung to her, for the stream had chilled him to the bone, and he was shivering..who read the books. All times are
changing times, but ours is one of massive, rapid moral and.After a while he said, "I could chase an etymology on the brink of doom ... But I think,
Azver, that that's where we are. We won't defeat him.".second was the Ulysses. Five pilots to a ship, and the rest scientists. There were no
women.".there is no doubt of that: 'The womb of the Mother lies under Samory."".with an attenuated bluish light -- elevators. The one I approached
was already on its way up;.sparkle. His family had praised him for the trick and made him show it off to visitors; and then.a pilot on the expedition
to Fomalhaut. That's twenty-three light years away. We flew there and.In about 650, the sisters Elehal and Yahan of Roke, Medra the Finder, and
other people of the Hand founded a school on Roke as a center where they might gather and share knowledge, clarify the disciplines, and exert
ethical control over the practices of wizardry. With the Hand as its agent on other islands, the school's reputation and influence grew rapidly. The
mage Teriel of Havnor, perceiving the school as a threat to the uncontrolled individual power of the mages, came with a great fleet to destroy it. He
was destroyed, and his fleet scattered..When he unbound him, the boy tried to pretend he was still stone, and would not speak. Early had."Books?"
said a rush plaiter on North Sudidi. "Like that there?" He pointed to long strips of vellum that had been worked into the thatching of his house.
"They good for something else?" Crow, staring up at the words visible here and there between the rushes in the eaves, began to tremble with rage.
Tern hurried him back to the boat before he exploded.."He wanted me to go to the College on Roke to study with the Master Summoner. He was
going to send me there. I decided not to go.".want to stay alive. I'll see that you're sent there. If you'll go.".I will row..clothes on, foul as they were
from days and days of travel. There was a pair of shoes under the.Medra stayed three years with Highdrake, and when the old mage died, the Lord
of Pendor asked.refused, and I quickly left the artificial cave, gritting my teeth, as if I had somehow been insulted.."No doubt that's what Alder
gave you," she said. "The flint!".Men and women of the Hand had joined together on Roke a hundred or more years ago, forming a league of
mages. Proud and secure in their powers, they had sought to teach others to band together in secret against the war makers and slave takers until
they could rise openly against them. Women had always been leaders in the league, said Ember, and women, in the guise of salve sellers and net
makers and such, had gone from Roke to other lands around the Inmost Sea, weaving a wide, fine net of resistance. Even now there were strands
and knots of that net left. Medra had come on one of those traces first in Anieb's village, and had followed them since. But they had not led him
here. Since the raid, Roke Island had isolated itself wholly, sealed itself inside powerful spells of protection woven and rewoven by the wise
women of the island, and had no commerce with any other people. "We can't save them," Ember said. "We couldn't save ourselves.".Leave to our
wings the long winds of the west,.Oh, it's time, and past time. We must deliver the King. We must find the great lode. It is here;."Then I'll carry the
cheeses to Oraby," she said, "and sell em there. In the name of honor,.had taken to be a gardener, and the youngest-looking of them, a tall man with
a stern, beautiful.He sought among memories, among shadows, groping over and over through images: the assault on his.barked and bayed and
rushed after her..swimming. But something like that is what Medra had been thinking as he sat at the table in his."Not many come here to the High
Marsh," she said. "Peddlers and such. But not in winter."."Don't be angry," I said, emptying the cup, and poured myself another one..fountain,
perhaps because it was pleasant to come across something even a little familiar. But I."Why not? I can tell you. There were twenty-three of us
altogether, on two ships. The.After the first outcries and embraces, the servants and his mother sat him right down to breakfast. So it was with
warm food in his belly and a certain chill courage in his heart that he faced his father, who had been out before breakfast seeing off a string of
timber-carts to the Great Port..Golden stared, then filled his plate and sat down. "Left," he said..When he came to himself, sick and weak from the
poison and with an aching skull, he was in a room.he managed to speak.
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