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"To support my eyelids. And because without anything in the sockets, I look gross. People barf. Old ladies pass out. Little girls like you Pee their
pants and run screaming."."Fifteen fifty-six?" Bill frowned. "Hell, the Chinese probably didn't even have mud back then."."Anyway, something
clicked in me on the roller coaster, and I grasped a new angle of approach to the problem. I've figured out that I can walk in the idea of sight, sort of
sharing the vision of another me, in another reality, without actually going there." He smiled into her astonishment. "So what do you say about
that?".For the first few bites of crab in a light cornmeal crust, Nolly suspended their conversation. Bliss..With only a faint twinge of sentimental
longing, he drove away from the house that had been his and Naomi's love nest for fourteen blissful months..Thus armored, he at last arrived in the
city of Sacramento, an hour before dawn. Sacramento, which means "sacrament" in Italian and in Spanish, calls itself the Camellia Capital of the
World, and holds a ten-day camellia festival in early March-already advertised on billboards now in mid-January. The camellia, shrub and flower,
is named for G. J. Camellus, a Jesuit missionary who brought it from Asia to Europe in the eighteenth century..CELESTINA RETURNED TO
Room 724 to collect Phimie's belongings from the tiny closet and from the nightstand..Now here was a thing, worse than the thought of a quarter in
the closed hand: Neddy's eyes seemed to follow Junior as he rooted among the trash bags..Edom and Jacob Isaacson were her older brothers, who
lived in two small apartments above the four-car garage at the back of the property..Junior approached the headstone from behind, circled it, and
shone the flashlight on the chiseled facts:.One hand on the railing, he ascended the first three steps slowly. Pausing on each, he slid his foot forward
and back on the carpet, runner to judge the depth of the tread relative to his small foot. He ran the toe of his right shoe up and down the riser
between each tread, gauging the height..This was better than taking slow deep breaths. Periodically, on the way to Vanadium's house, Junior spat
out a string of insults, punctuated by obscenities..Smiling in the fearless dark, she listened to the rhythmic breathing of a sleeping boy..Just as the
man turned away, Junior got a glimpse of what he wore under a London Fog raincoat. Between the lapels of the coat: a white shirt with a wing
collar, a black bow tie, the suggestion of black-satin lapels like those on a tuxedo jacket..Heedless of the rules of standard police procedure, Tom
raced to the doorway, crossed the threshold, and saw Barty throw a can of soda at the shaved head and pocked face of a transformed Enoch
Cain..face looked familiar, and he sensed that he had seen it before in a disquieting context, although the man's identity eluded him..Junior had seen
the silvery coin snapping off the cop's thumb and spinning upward. Now it was gone, as though it had vanished in midair..The Bright Beach
Library was open until nine on Friday evening. Arriving an hour before closing, they returned the Heinlein novels that Barty had already read and
checked out the three that he wanted. In a spirit of optimism, they borrowed a fourth, Podkayne of Mars..The air was spicy with incense and with
the fragrance of the lemon oil polish used on the wooden pews.."Would you pretend to wake up if I tried to smother you?" asked Detective
Vanadium..He raised the lower sash of the tall double-hung window and slipped quietly into the dark kitchen. Because the window served also as
an emergency exit, it wasn't set above a counter, and ingress was easy..Naomi's beautiful countenance rose in his mind, and she looked beautific for
a moment, but then he thought he saw a certain slyness in her angelic smile, a disturbing glint of calculation in her once loving eyes..Warily, Junior
ventured into the gallery to make inquiries. He expected the staff to express utter bafflement at the name Celestina White, expected the poster to
have vanished when he returned to the display window..A Description of Earthsea.Maria Elena Gonzalez--such an imposing figure in spite of her
diminutive stature that even three names seemed insufficient to identify her-was still present. Although the crisis had passed, she wasn't ready to
trust that nurses and doctors, by themselves, could provide Agnes with adequate care..Holding up his misshapen hands, knobby knuckles toward
Agnes, Obadiah said, "How do you think they became like this?".For an instant, his attention had been distracted by Vanadium's presentation of his
empty hands. Nevertheless, there was no way the cop could have snatched the coin out of the air..Neither of them needed to confirm their mutual
attraction with even so much as an additional nod or a smile. Victoria knew, as he did, that their time would come, when all this current
unpleasantness was I behind them, when Vanadium had been thwarted, when all suspicion had been forever laid to rest..No hesitation preceded
Grace's response. "That's very generous of you, Paul. And I, for one, accept. Is this the house where you lived with your Perri?".The hospital was
drowned in the bottomless silence that fills places of human habitation only in the few hours before dawn, when the needs and hungers' and fears of
one day are forgotten and those of the next are.Rena laughed. "Oh, but true! And not just a garden. I'm a field of flowers!" She let go of her skirt,
which shimmered like cascades of falling petals. "So tonight will be a famous night, Celestina.".obsessed with humanity's sorry penchant for
destroying itself either by intention or ineptitude--491 suffocated and burned alive on an evening meant for champagne and revelry..Unerringly, in
the darkness, he found her face with both hands. Smoothed her brow. Traced her eyes with fingertips. Her nose, her lips. Her cheeks..Pecan cakes,
cinnamon custard pies boxed in insulated coolers, gifts wrapped with bright paper and glittery ribbons. Agnes Lampion made deliveries to those
friends who were on her list of the needful, but also to friends who were blessed with plenty. The sight of each beloved face, each embrace, each
kiss, each smile, each cheerfully spoken "Merry Christmas" at every stop fortified her heart for the sad task awaiting her when all gifts were
given.."You'll be out of ICU tomorrow, I bet. You'll have a phone, I'll call. And I'll come soon as I can.".Junior was vigilant. He took note of all
those who approached the piano, whether they dropped money in the fishbowl or not..could not be a person of the best intentions. Doctors and
nurses wouldn't monitor their patients with the lights off..Another pocket. More cartridges. Trying to squeeze just two into the magazine, but his
hands shaking and slippery with sweat..In this case, he was sure that vanity was not a fault, not the result of a swollen ego, but merely healthy
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self-esteem. That he was irresistible to women wasn't simply his biased opinion, but an observable and undeniable fact, like gravity or the order in
which the planets revolved t around the sun..Dusk had arrived, strangling the day, and the throttled sky hung low, as blue-black as bruises. The
streetlights had come on. Gouts of red light from pulsing emergency beacons alchemized the rain from teardrops into showers of blood.."Poker."
Keeping his hands high, like a penitent confessing sin at a revival meeting and asking God to wash him clean, Obadiah said, "My specialty was
close-up magic. Oh, I pulled a rabbit out of a hat more than once, silk scarves from thin air, doves from silk scarves. But close was my love. Coins,
but mostly ... cards.".Celestina stared out for a moment, and then turned her head to look at Tom, with both the shade of the night and the sparkle of
the metropolis still captured in her eyes. "What was that all about?"."And, listen, if you leave too soon behind me, I've got a guy watching, and he'll
put a hollow-point thirty-eight in your ass."."You'll do better away from the ships, all the fighting and raiding. The King's working the old mines at
Samory, round the mountain. There you'd be out of his way. Work for him you must, if you want to stay alive. I'll see that you're sent there. If
you'll go.".This wasn't art. This was pandering, mere illustration, more suitable for painting on velvet than on canvas..By the time he got to the
cooler, he could see this wasn't smoke, after all. It dissipated too quickly. Cool against his hand. The cold steam from dry ice..Testing Celestina's
nerves as fully as Barty had tested his mother's, Angel pulled-levered -shinnied-swung herself so fast up through the tree, arriving at the boy's side
while red streaks still enlivened a sky that was repainting itself purple. She stood in the crook of limbs with him, and her delighted laughter rang
down through the cathedral oak. 1975 through 1978: Hare ran from Dragon, Snake fled from Horse, and '78 bounced to the beat, because disco
ruled. The reborn Bee Gees dominated the airwaves. John Travolta had the look. Rhodesian rebels, grasping the dangers inherent in any battle
between equals, had the manful courage to slaughter unarmed women missionaries and schoolgirls. Spinks won the title from Ali, and Ali won it
back from Spinks..Although the girl was unable to articulate why she preferred not to have her mother at her side, they all understood the tumult in.
her heart. She couldn't bear to subject her gentle and proper mother to the shame and embarrassment that she herself felt so keenly and that she
imagined would grow intolerably worse in the hours or days ahead, until and even after the birth..He carried the mug to the sink, poured the brew
down the drain and saw the cooler standing in the corner. He hadn't noticed it before. A medium-size, molded-plastic, Styrofoam-lined ice chest, of
the type you filled with beer and took on picnics..A s?ance was what it appeared to be at first. Eight people were gathered around the dining-room
table, which stood utterly bare. No food, no drinks, no centerpiece. They all exhibited that shiny-faced look of people nervously awaiting the
revelations of a spirit medium: part trepidation, part soaring hope..This venerable old building, as solidly constructed as a castle, was
well-insulated; noises in other apartments rarely penetrated to Junior's. Never before had he heard a neighbor's voice distinctly enough to
comprehend the words spoken-or, in this case, sung..Whether or not the visitor in the client's chair had ever known much romance, he
unquestionably had experienced too much adventure and more than his share of tragedy. Thomas Vanadium's face was a quake-rocked landscape:
cracked by white scars like fault lines in a strata of granite; the planes of brow, cheeks, and jaws canted in odd relationships to one another. The
hemangioma that surrounded his right eye and discolored his face had been with him since birth, but the awful damage to his bone structure was
the work of man, not God..Otter stated it as an unfortunate fact, not as a moral assertion. Hound looked at him with appreciation. Living with the
pirate king, he was sick of boasts and threats, of boasters and threateners..The first was an ace of hearts. This, Maria said, was a very good card,
indeed. It meant that Barty would be lucky in love..By the time he arrived at his apartment, Junior could think of no better action to take, so he
phoned Simon Magusson, his attorney in Spruce Hills.."We were about to order dinner from room service," Tom said, handing a menu to
Paul..During the rest of that first year, he walked to Palm Springs and back, a round trip of more than two hundred miles, and north to Santa
Barbara..That every mortal semblance took,."Last time I looked, Miss Galloway lived to the south of us. Retired. Never married. No
children.".Foreword.Even without the dangling cigarette and without the cynical sneer, Nolly had an air of toughness worthy of Sam Spade, largely
because the face that nature had given him was a splendid disguise for the sentimental sweetie who lived behind it. With his bull neck, with his
strong hands, with his shirt-sleeves rolled up to expose his lovely hairy forearms, he made a properly intimidating impression: as if Humphrey
Bogart, Sydney Greenstreet, and Peter Lorre had been put in a blender and then poured into one suit..Parkhurst said, "We've eliminated most other
possible causes. You don't have acute myelitis or meningitis. Or anemia of the brain. No concussion. You don't have other symptoms of Meniere's
disease. Tomorrow, we'll conduct some tests for possible brain tumor or lesion, but I'm confident that's not the explanation, either.".Angel returned
to the table for apple juice and to announce, "They got a cookie-jar Jesus!".On New Year's Day, the town learned that it had lost its first son in
Vietnam. Agnes had known the parents all her life, and she despaired that even with her willingness to help, with all her good intentions, there was
nothing she could do to ease their pain. She recalled her anguish as she'd waited to learn if Barty's eye tumors had spread along the optic nerve to
his brain. The thought of her neighbors losing a child to war made her turn to Paul in the night. "Just hold me," she murmured..The kids insisted on
knowing what was meant by the line about the chicken, and this led to the laying of a coopful of Why-did-the chicken-cross-the-road jokes, which
Edom and Jacob had memorized in childhood as an act of rebellion against their humorless father..Darkness, the one source of childhood fear that
most adults never quite outgrow, held no terror for Barty. Although for a while his bedroom featured a Mickey Mouse night-light, the miniature
lamp was there not to soothe the boy, but to quiet his mother's nerves, because she worried about him waking alone, in blackness..Piano music
drifted into the restaurant from the adjacent bar, so soft and yet sprightly that it made the clink of silverware seem like music, too..This unfailing
consistency of packaging enables card mechanics, professional gamblers, sleight-of-hand magicians-to manipulate a new deck with confidence that
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they know, starting, where every card can be found in the stack. An expert mechanic with practiced and dexterous hands can appear to shuffle so
thoroughly that even the most suspicious observer will be satisfied-yet he will still know exactly where every card is located in the deck. With
masterly manipulation, he can place the cards in the order that he wishes, to achieve whatever effect he desires.."I'm going to tell you something
about your father that might comfort you," he said, "but you can't ask me for more than I'm ready to say right now. It's all a part of what I'll discuss
with you in Bright Beach.".Again, he cast his line of memory into murky waters nearly four years in the past, to the night of passion that he had
shared with Seraphim in the parsonage. As before, he could recall nothing she'd said, only the exquisite look of her, the nubile perfection of her
body.."The quarter in the sandwich," Nolly said, because that was the first stunt that Simon Magusson had paid him to perform.."Whatever you're
paying here, that's what you'll pay for the new place," Lipscomb said..Something was due to happen in this peculiar, extended, almost casual
haunting under which he had suffered for more than two years, since finding the quarter in his cheeseburger. While all around him in the streets,
people bustled in good cheer, Junior slouched along in a sour mood, temporarily having forgotten to look for the bright side..Supposing that this
new enthusiasm was an attempt to uncover skullduggery in Seraphim's accident, then the girl would be doing Junior a service even after her
demise. Whether or not the traffic accident was an accident, Junior hadn't had anything to do with it..Tammy--the stock analyst, broker, and
cat-food-eating feline fetishist-whom he had dated from Christmas of '65 through February of '66, had given him the timepiece in return for all the
trading commissions and perfect sex that he had given her..Agnes met them, pulling Grace and Angel to her side. Her eyes were bright with
excitement. "Tom, you're a man of faith, even if you've sometimes been troubled in it. Tell me what you make of all this.".At the grave, they
arrived with red and white roses. Agnes carried the red, and Barty brought the white..Bright though they were at all times, Barty's Tiffany eyes
shone brighter now with beams of North Pole magic. "Maybe I do feel it.".This analgesic was among several prescription substances that he had
stolen, over time, from the drug locker at the rehab hospital where he once worked. Some he had sold; these he had retained..I know what you're
thinking," her mother said, reaching across the table and placing one hand over Celestina's. "I know how useless you feel, how helpless, how small,
but you must remember this . . ..On the fourth floor, at Dr. Klerkle's suite, the hall door stood ajar. Past office hours, the small waiting room was
deserted..On the nightstand stood a stainless-steel carafe beaded with condensation. Maria took the cap off the water carafe, and with a longhandled
spoon, she scooped out a chip of ice. Cupping her left hand.Jolene started to refill his coffee mug-then thought better of it. "Maybe you don't need
more caffeine, Edom.".So the practice of their lore and the teaching of it had become perilous. Those who undertook it were often those already
outcast, crippled, deranged, without family, old-women and men who had little to lose. The wise man and wise woman, trusted and held in
reverence, gave way to the stock figures of the shuffling, impotent village sorcerer with his trickeries, the hag-witch with her potions used in aid of
lust, jealousy, and malice. And a child's gift for magic became a thing to dread and hide..Junior wanted to kill her. Kill him. Whatever. But he
sensed that Renee knew more than a little about dirty fighting and that the outcome of a violent confrontation would not be easy to predict..When
she closed the front door and turned away from it, Agnes bumped her swollen belly into Joey. His eyebrows shot up, and he put his hands on her
distended abdomen, as if she were more fragile than a robin's egg and more valuable than one by Faberge..Blink, the living room. Turning off
Sinatra halfway through "It Gets Lonely Early.".Hope became easier to sustain when late 1966 and 1967 brought the biggest advance in women's
fashions since the invention of the sewing needle: the miniskirt, and then the micromini. Already, Mary Quant-of all things, a British designer-had
conquered England and Europe with her splendid creation; now she brought America out of the dark ages of psychopathic modesty..make a
worrywart life-insurance salesman like me seem just as light hearted as a schoolgirl.".Because this kind of fictional fact, like maps of imaginary
realms, is of real interest to some readers, I include the description after the stories. I also redrew the geographical maps for this book, and while
doing so, happily discovered a very old one in the Archives in Havnor..Now, here, all three on the street and vulnerable at once-the man, Celestina,
the bastard boy..A man with beautiful celadon eyes, his face beaded with jewels of rain, reached through the cut-away door and removed the
blanket from Agnes..He wasn't required to torture himself in search of pleasant conversation with those they visited. Agnes had virtually invented
pleasant conversation..Celestina was hardly more than a child herself, pretending to have the strong shoulders and the breadth of experience to bear
this burden. She felt half crushed.He no longer had any reason to follow an exercise regimen. For twenty-three years, he'd needed to maintain good
health in order to meet his responsibilities, but all the responsibilities that mattered to him had been lifted from his shoulders..Standing over the
body, he squeezed off the last three shots. Finished, he detested guns more than ever.."That won't do it.".Outside, he realized he hadn't paid for his
juice and waffles. When he turned back to the coffee shop, he saw, through one of the windows, an associate of Salk's picking up the check from
his table..So many stops, too little time at each, a dazzle of Christmas trees decorated every one to a different taste, offers of butter cookies and hot
chocolate or lemon crisps and eggnog, morning chats in bright kitchens steeped in wonderful cooking odors and-in the chillier afternoon good
wishes exchanged in front of hearth fires, gifts accepted as well as given, cookies taken in trade for pecan cakes, "Silver Bells" and "Hark How the
Bells" and "Jingle-Bell Rock" on the radio: Therewith they arrived at three o'clock in the afternoon, Christmas Eve, their deliveries completed
before Santa's had begun..Because they knew the date of the rape, and because that attack had been Phimie's sole sexual experience, the day of
impregnation could be fixed, delivery calculated with more precision than usual..Finally he began: Greetings on this momentous day. I'm writing to
you about an exceptional woman, Agnes Lampion, whose life you have touched without knowing, and whose story may interest you..He didn't
want to risk marrying weapon and silencer here in the hall, where he might be seen. Besides, complications could arise from being splattered with
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Neddy's blood. Aftermath was disgusting, but it was also highly incriminating. For the same reason, he was loath to use a knife..Ever the romantic,
he wanted to surprise her. Voila! Flowers, wine, and moi. Since their electrifying connection in the hospital, she had been yearning for him; but she
wouldn't expect a visit for a few weeks yet. He was eager to see her face brighten with delight..The only bad moment in the evening came when the
pianist played "Someone to Watch over Me.".In agreement, Maria pushed the stack of unused cards aside, and she peered at her hands as if she
wanted to scrub them for a long time under hot water..Sometimes, just the thought of getting in the car and venturing into the dangerous world was
intolerable. Then he settled into his La-ZBoy and waited for the natural disaster that would soon scrub him off the earth as though he had never
existed..The full nature of the nightmare continued to elude him, but he became convinced that good reason for his fear existed, that the dream had
been more than a dream. He had a nemesis named Bartholomew not merely in dreams, but in the real world, and this Bartholomew had something
to do with ... babies..Commit and command. It doesn't matter so much whether the course of action to which you commit is prudent or hopelessly
rash, doesn't matter whatsoever whether society at large thinks it's a "good" thing that you're doing or a "bad" thing. As long as you commit without
reservation you will inevitably command, because so few people are ever willing to commit to anything, right or wrong, wise or unwise, that those
who plunge are guaranteed to succeed more often than not even when their actions are reckless and their cause is idiotic..Junior's breath smoked
from him as if he contained a seething fire of his own. He felt a sheen of condensation arise on his face, cold and invigorating..Based on the
evidence, perhaps Sklent never laughed, regardless of how clever the joke. He scowled fiercely at the paintings in the brochure, returned it to
Junior, and snarled, "Shoot the bitch.".Although their apartments were above the garage, back to back, each was served by a separate exterior
staircase. As often as either man entered the other's domain, they might as well have lived hundreds of miles apart..The sight of her sister's blood
and the persistence of the flow made Celestina weak with apprehension. She was afraid she had done the wrong thing by delaying
hospitalization..He left the party and stood in the street for a while, taking slow deep breaths, letting the brisk night air clean the pot smoke out of
his lungs, slow deep breaths, suddenly sober in spite of the beer he'd drunk, slow deep breaths, as chilled as a slab of beef in a meat locker, but not
because of the cold night..He possessed vast files on tragic fires, and most of them were committed to memory. In Vienna's magnificent Ring
Theater, December 8, a blaze claimed 850 lives. On May 25, 1887, 200 dead at the Opera Comique, Paris. November 28, 1942, in the Coconut
Grove nightclub in Boston-when Jacob was only fourteen years old and already.When Renee, sweetly oblivious of her looming doom, claimed to
have inherited a sizable industrial-valve fortune, Junior thought she might be inventing the wealth or at least exaggerating to make herself more
desirable. But when he accompanied her back to her place, he discovered a level of luxury that proved she wasn't a shop girl with fantasies..Her
shaking threatened her composure. She was Barty's mother and father, his only rock, and she must always be strong for him. She clenched her teeth
and tensed her body and gradually quieted the tremors by an act of will..Moving out of the doorway, into the bedroom, he said, "What book would
that be?"
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Neuer Blumenkranz Fir Kinder Beiderlei Geschlechts Die Sich Durch Sittlichkeit Und Fleii Einer Belohnung Wirdig Gemacht Haben Bestehend
Aus Fabeln Gedichten Und Gesprichen Aus Kleinern Und Griiern Erzihlungen Merkwirdigen Anekdoten Aus Den Ju
Central Business District Chinatown Gateway Services for Design Contract Documentation Bid Preparation and Resident Engineering Request for
Proposals Boston Redevelopment Authority
Rapporto Al Cittadino Carnot Sulla Catastrofe Napoletana del 1799
Jorge El Artesano Drama En Cuatro Actos y En Verso
Pharisaer Komoedie in Drei Akten
The American Elevator and Grain Trade Vol 45 A Monthly Journal Devoted to the Elevator and Grain Interests June 15 1927
A Comprehensive Plan Boiling Springs North Carolina
The Machinery of the Mind
Directory of the Bureau of Animal Industry Corrected to February 16 1933
A Step of Faith A History of the Atlantic Baptist Association
Changing America The New Face of Science and Engineering Final Report
de Ordine Et Figuris Verborum Quibus Horatius in Carminibus Usus Est Dissertatio Philologica Quam Ad Gradum Doctoris Philologiae Et
Literarum in Universitate Lovaniensi Impetrandum
Gedichte in Obersachsischer Bauern-Mundart
The Water Requirement of Plants Vol 1 Investigations in the Great Plains in 1910 and 1911
Der Kirchengesang Zurichs Sein Wesen Seine Geschichte Seine Foerderung Ein Wort an Die Vorsteher Und Glieder Der Gemeinde
Neue Darstellung Der Logik Nach Ihren Einfachsten Verhaltnissen Nebst Einem Logisch-Mathematischen Anhange
Der Findling Von Koburg Bilder Aus Der Zeit Des Dreissigjahrigen Krieges Und Der Kolonisirung Amerikas
Lettere Di Ugo Foscolo a Sigismondo Trechi
Interpreting Critical Natural Resource Issues in Canadian and United States National Park Service Areas
The Ancestry of Walter M Thurston Giving Some Account of the Families of Carroll de Beaufort Merrill Moore Mosbaugh Pearson Pine Poore
Reynolds Van Kruyne and Von Bauer
Anti-Scepticism or an Inquiry Into the Nature and Philosophy of Language as Connected with the Sacred Scriptures
Ein Deutscher Birger Des Sechzehnten Jahrhunderts Salbstschilderung Des Stralsunder Birgermeisters Bartholomius Sastrow
Mittelhochdeutsches Lesebuch Mit Einer Laut-Und Formenlehre Des Mittelhochdeutschen Und Einem Wortverzeichnisse
Estudiante El Zarzuela Cimica En Un Acto Dividido En Tres Cuadros
Pharasmanes Ein Singspiel Mit 15 Bihnenbildern
Einfuhrung in Die Chemische Wissenschaft
Goya
Goethes Faust Auf Der Buhne Beitrage Zum Probleme Der Auffuhrung Und Inszenierung Des Gedichtes
Zeitschrift Des Vereines Deutscher Ingenieure Inhaltsverzeichnis Der Jahrginge 1894 Bis 1903 (Band 38 Bis 47)
Cactearum Aliquot Novarum AC Insuetarum in Horto Monvilliano Cultarum Accurata Descriptio Vol 1
Sonette Aus Dem Schitzengraben Nebst Einem Zwischenspiel Aus Der Heimat Und Einem Anhang 1915-16
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