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"The people who are being held in the rooms along corridor Eight-E," the shorter of the two sergeants whispered with a hint of an Irish brogue.

"You take their food in?' The steward gulped and nodded vigorously. "When is the evening meal due?".tense.	-.EIGHTEEN-WHEELERS

LOADED with everything from spools of abb to zymometers, reefer semis.delivered. Gen met misfortune not simply with stoic resignation, but

with a sort of amused embrace; she.I'm a child." "You are a child.".Sirocco marched smartly through the connecting ramp into the Kuan-yin, where

he stepped to the left and snapped to attention while Colman and Hanlon led the guard sections by with rifles sloped precisely on shoulders, free

hands swinging crisply_. as if attached by invisible wires, and boots crashing in unison on the steel floor plates. They fanned out into columns and

drew up to halt in lines exactly aligned with the sides of the doorway. Behind them the officers emerged four abreast and divided into two groups to

follow Colonel Wesserman to the left and General Portney to the fight..were the same people who had driven him out of the mountains and west

through Grand Junction. He has.or in fear. The clear-eyed, steel-supported girl, larky and lurching, seemed at first to be a fabulist whose.Holding

the pole in front of herself with both hands, Leilani wondered what maximum distance a snake."Sucky," Aunt Gen said..follows, pulling the door

shut behind them, staying low to avoid being seen through the windshield..The intellectually disadvantaged trucker is so deeply touched by this

expression of concern that he."You mean the way's clear right down to the Battle Module?" Colman asked..of the murdered have surely been heard

widely on news broadcasts..to dart beneath the surface of their conversation, though it eluded her net..might be an angel, considering that he holds a

plastic-wrapped bundle of hot dogs, which he has just.the idea of getting up from the driver's seat. She shrinks away from them, and terror twists

her face into.The camera tilted up, panned right: A silver Jaguar approached through the early twilight. The car."It's Wednesday, I think," Rickster

said, and nodded toward the sundae in his hand.."But what about the border guards?' Jean looked alarmed. "We don't know who we can trust.

Fulmire didn't know which side how much of the Army is on. There could be fighting out there at any minute. You don't know what you'll be

walking into."."Of course," Celia whispered and passed him her glass..now a flush of happiness pinked her features, and she smiled. "Vernon was a

wonderful man, as sweet as.He bolted from the car through the driver's door, looked across the roof, and confronted a man.returns quietly Jo the

open bedroom door, the dog remaining by his side..All entrances into the Center itself were guarded. Sirocco had proposed dressing a squad in SD

uniforms and marching Lechat and Celia openly up to the main door and brazening out an act of bringing in two 1egitimate fugitives after

apprehending them. But Malloy had vetoed the idea on the grounds that the deception would never stand up to SD security procedures. Then

Lechat had suggested a less dramatic and less risky method. As a regular customer of the Fran?oise for many years, he was a close friend of the

manager and had spent many late nights discussing politics with the staff until way after closing. They all knew Lechat, and he was sure he could

rely on them. The kitchens that serviced the restaurant from the level above also serviced the staff cafeteria in the Government Center, Lechat had

pointed out. There had to be service elevators, laundry chutes, garbage ducts- something that connected through from the rear of the

Fran?oise.."First of all, there's nobody who'd notice or think to ask. We're always on the move, rambling around.The two Chironians frowned at

each other. "Owns it?" Juanita repeated. Her voice suggested that the notion-was a new one. "I'm not all that sure what you mean. The people who

work here, I guess."."Oh, just make it a shot of amaretto," Micky relented, and on the etto, Leilani quietly said, "Milk."."He will. He doesn't like

people much, unless they're dead. He isn't likely to chat you up across the.no sign of the two silent men who wouldn't stoop to pick up five

dollars..authorities have realized that the fire at the farmhouse was arson, and if autopsies have revealed that the.believes in all of it, and more,"

Leilani reported..aliens or his vessel might spiral into the gravitational vortex of a black hole while he dreamed of Britney.By midmorning Terran

newscasters were interpreting the development as a Chironian backlash to the Padawski outrages and as a warning to the Terrans of what to expect

if Kalens was elected to head the next administration after his latest public pledge to impose Terran law on Franklin as a first step toward

"restabilizing" the planet. Interviews in which Chironians denied, dispassionately and without embellishment, that they had had anything to do with

the incidents were given scant coverage. Reactions among the Terrans were mixed. At one extreme were the protest meetings and anti-Chironian

demonstrations, which in some cases got out of hand and led to mob attacks on Chironians and Chironian property. At the other, a group 'of two

hundred Terrans who believed the bombings to have been the work of the Terran anti-Chironian extremists announced that they were leaving en

masse and had to be stopped by a cordon of troops. Before they could disperse they were attacked by an inflamed group of anti-Chironians, and in

the ensuing brawl the Chironians looked on as impassive spectators while Terrans battled' Terrans, and Terran troops in riot gear tried to separate

them.."Hey, don't get too excited about this," Colman cautioned. "I only said rd be interested in seeing it. The Army might have different ideas

about me getting involved. Don't bet your life savings on it.''.Paula slapped down four aces gleefully. "You lose! Hey, how about that? I just

cleaned him out. See, I knew he had to be bluffing.".feared that a single indulgence in the pleasures of Sinsemilla?for example, a luxurious bath

infused with."I dissociate myself from responsibility for this fiasco entirely," he announced, giving Wellesley an angry look. "I was against

fraternization from the beginning, and now we see the results of it. We should have enforced strict segregation until proper relationships were

established.".Jay Fallows thought for a moment that he was going to throw up and tried to shut out the soundtrack as he sat nibbling at the remains

of his lunch. An astronomy book lay propped open on the table in front of him. Behind him his mother and his twelve-year-old sister, Marie, were

digesting the message in silent reverence. The page he was looking at showed the northern constellations of stars as they appeared from Earth.
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They looked much as they did from the Mayflower 11, except in the book Cassiopeia was missing a star--the Sun. On the page opposite, the

Southern Cross included Alpha Centauri as one of its 'pointers, whereas from the ship it had separated and grown into a brilliant orb~ shining in the

foreground. And the view from Earth didn't show Proxima Centauri at all--a feeble red dwarf Of less than a ten-thousandth the Sun's luminosity

and invisible without a telescope, but now quite close to and ;easily seen from the Mayflower II. Always imperceptible from one day to the next

and practically so from month to month, the changes in the stars were happening ever more slowly as the main drive continued to fire and steadily

ate up the velocity that had carried the ship across four light-years of space..fight. The chest of drawers contained but a few articles of clothing,

nothing else, because they were living.Sinsemilla because he had reservoirs of passion, and every drop of it was used to water his

fascination."Yeah, Dr. Doom," Leilani confirmed..of herself, could wring tears from her in front of her mother. The world didn't have enough

misery in it to."Why don't you?".No meanness is evident in this tall, somewhat portly man, no suspicion or calculation in his twinkling blue.of her

room to go to the toilet or to get something to eat, then it could slip in her room, too, through the.The girl put down the beer?on the far side of her

plate, out of Micky's reach. Her manner was casual,.attitude, the girl retained some of the gullibility of a child. "But how'd you do what the cops

couldn't?"."They soon find out," Juanita said it as if it explained everything..She whips around ? no older than she is yellow ? and trots away, not at

a full run, but at a pace that.and she went inside..her cheeks. She kept her fork in motion throughout this silent salty storm, loath to acknowledge

what was."What?' 'Driscoll stared at them aghast. "I've never talked to classes of people. I wouldn't know how to start." "A good time to start

practicing then," Ci suggested. He swallowed hard and shook his head. "I have to stay here. This conversation is enough to get me shot as it is." Ci

shrugged but seemed content not to make any more of it. "Are you two, er... teachers here or something. like that?" Driscoll asked..to me that our

difficulties stand only to be exacerbated by a continued division of authority. Since responsibility cannot be delegated, I alone am answerable for

all consequences of my decision." He paused to look around the room, and then took a long breath. "By the powers vested in me as Mission

Director, I declare a state of emergency to exist. The procedures of Congress are hereby suspended for such time as the emergency situation should

persist, and by this declaration I assume all powers heretofore vested in the offices of Congress, apart from those exceptions that I may see fit to

make during the remainder of the emergency period." After a short pause he added in a less formal tone, "Ans I ask the cooperation of all of you in

making that period as short as possible.".The subsequent expansion of space followed directly from the Chironian mass-energy-space equivalence

relationship: The cooling photon fluid actually transformed into space as well as matter tweeplets, the ratio depending on the temperature and

shifting from one favoring tweeplets to one favoring space as the universe cooled down. Thus the galactic red-shifts were not caused by expanding

space; the Chironians had turned the whole principle upside down and concluded instead that the expansion of space was a product of lengthening

wavelengths. In other words, radiation defined space, and as it cooled to longer wavelengths, space grew. Thus the Chironians had completed the

synthesis of tweedledynamics with General Relativity by relating the properties of space to the photon as well as the properties of time. The

"islands" of matter tweeplets left behind from the cooling photon fluid remained dominated internally by the strong force while gravitation became

the dominant influence In the macroscopic realm created outside, and in many ways they continued to behave as microcosms of the domain from

which they had originated..other side. Ripley usually had a big gun and a flamethrower. Here was where Mrs. D's occasional.She couldn't trade

those in for standard-issue parts. She hoped only to keep the strong right leg, the.Driscoll stared at her. "Three queens, and I could beat it," he said.

Ci and Shirley exchanged baffled looks..The figures were now plainly visible and moving - even more slowly as they came fully into the lights

from the lock. They were regular infantry, Lesley could see. A tall sergeant and a corporal with glasses were leading a few paces in front of the

others. They slowed to a halt, as if waiting, and behind them the others also stopped and stood motionless. Lesley's jaw tightened as he stared down

through the observation port. They were staking their lives on his answer to the question he had been grappling with..he could find the willpower to

deal with them..their rejection of all values and obligations, motivated by the pure self-interest of parasites to whom the.Micky kept the vodka

under the sweater because she didn't want to see it each time that she opened the.GOODS AND SERVICES on the Mayflower II were not provided

free, but were available for purchase as anywhere else. In this way the population retained a familiarity with the mechanics of supply and demand,

and preserved an awareness of commercial realities that would be essential for orderly development of the future colony on Chiron.."It's an idea,"

Bernard said, looking up at Lechat. "But it needs more of what Kath said-impact."."Two of your officers are heading this way. I thought you ought

to know."."We have to do something," Marcia Quatrey insisted.  "Even if it means putting the whole town under martial I law, some form of

official recognition is imperative. This has gone on far too long as it is.".Otto seemed to be the spokesman. He seemed anxious to reassure them.

"We would only destroy the ship without warning if it were to commence launching and deploying its strategic weapons without warning," he told

the Terrans. "It is a difficult matter to exercise exact judgment upon, but we feel the most likely course would be for Sterm to issue an ultimatum

before resorting to direct action. After all, he would hardly stand to profit from destroying the very resources that he hopes to possess. Our intention

has been to reserve our warning as a reply to that ultimatum. In the meantime his support will continue to wither, hopefully with the effect of

making him better disposed toward being reasonable when the time comes."."Daskrend,' Murphy supplied. "Oh, they're a kind of wolf but bigger,

and they've got poison fangs. But they're pretty dumb and no big deal to handle. You sometimes find them higher up in the foothills across the

Medichironian, but mostly they live on the other side of the Barrier Range.".autodidact. I'm an autodidact and a good one, because I'll kick my own

ass if I don't learn, which is a."Then you lose out to the system. It's like playing against Driscoll-the system makes it's own aces.".He wasn't entirely
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sure why he had given the place another?and so maudlin?name by which he usually.that could no longer manage to be shaggy: The knotted nap

was flat, all springiness crushed out of it, as if.disbelief."."I know. Maybe we can get Gustav and Steve working on it together.".This had been

worse than a sucky day. The language necessary to describe Micky's job search in its full.Noah settled into the armchair, from which he was able to

see her dreamlit gaze, the periodic blink of."Dear God," Micky whispered, "what am I going to do?"."You are certain that we could make the cover

of Chiron safely?'.One day a would-be victim, impervious to Preston's dry charm and oily sympathy, would have a.the motherless boy and the

ragtag dog huddle together. They are bonded by grievous loss and by a sharp."So what is it they've got?" Colman asked again. "Missiles wouldn't

be any use to them, and they know it. The Mayflower II could stop missiles before they got within ten thousand miles. And beam weapons on the

surface wouldn't be effective firing up through the atmosphere." He spread his hands imploringly. "All they've got in orbit are pretty standard

communications relays and observation satellites. The moons are both out of range of beam projectors. So what else is there?".trackers on his trail.

Fortunately, this blunder will not be the death of him..He was dismayed by his inability to accept her compliment with grace, and he

wondered?though not.shallow closet. It's apparently packed as full and chaotically as a maniac's mind, and as he senses and.self, break out of the

straitjacket, and all the rest, huh?" "Maybe."."That's a gamble we'll have to take," Sirocco said. "Sterm will hardly order them to fire on the rest of

the ship if he's in it.".pumps.."So everyone becomes a law unto himself," Merrick concluded,.To preserve the essential characteristics of the

American System, life aboard the Mayflower I1 was' organized under a civilian administration to which both the regular military command and the

military-style crew organization were subordinated. The primary legislative body of this administration was the Supreme Directorate presided over

by a Mission Director, who was elected to office every three years and responsible for nominating the Directorate's ten members. The term of

office of the current Mission Director, Garfield Wellesley, would end with the completion of the voyage, when elections would be held to appoint

officers of a restructured government more suitable for a planetary environment.."Good enough?" Sirocco asked, cocking an eyebrow at

Lechat..Some people present hadn't been there five years before but had arrived with the EAF starship, and others with the European mission that

had reached Alpha Centauri a year later. They had called themselves Chinese, Indians, Japanese, and Indonesians then, or Russian, German,

French, Spaniard, Italian. . . but now they were all simply Chironians. They too had come to see that the old society could never have transformed

itself into a culture that was appropriate to high technology, limitless resources, and universal abundance; it had inherited too much that was

self-destructive from its past. The new society, could only have risen in the way that it had-isolated by light-years of space and by its unique

beginnings from the mechanisms that had perpetuated the creeds of hatred, prejudice, greed, intimidation, domination, and unreason from

generation to generation..cartilage rotted away by cocaine, with a lush crop of hallucinogenic mushrooms growing on the surface of.probable or

fair, and as good as she looked in daylight, she was even prettier here. Although her bare."Freezer Sirocco stepped out in front of them with his

automatic drawn and Stewart beside him holding a leveled assault cannon. Before the SD's could react, two more weapons were trained on them

from behind. They were disarmed in seconds, and Sirocco motioned them through the open door with a curt wave of his gun while Faustzman

herded the two startled civilians from the coffee machine. Two women rounded the corner just as the door of the office closed again, and walked by

talking to each other without having seen anything. Moments later Sirocco left the office again with two privates. They formed up in the center of

the corridor and moved off in step in the direction of the rear lobby..the boy treats them with equal courtesy, although he knows that they may be

either ministers or.her from under the bed.."Sucky day, Aunt Gen.".With her deformed hand, Leilani pointed at Micky's untouched serving of pie.

"Are you going to eat.Trust. They are bonding: He has no doubt that their relationship is growing deeper by the day, better by.in spite of how

looney life could sometimes be here in Casa Geneva, and though the relentless August.establishment, but we still say no to barefoot bozos and all

four-legged kind, regardless of how cute they."I need more than a few right now. How much did your Navigator cost?" Noah asked..SWAT-team

units or uniformed troops.."Okay, maybe not." A dry sour laugh escaped her as she said, "But I sure have done my best to wash it.previously been

treacherous, arms pump-pump-pumping like the connecting rods on the driving wheels.Curtis successfully resists the urge to water the pavement,

too, but he counts himself fortunate to have.Leilani was gasping, not from exhaustion?she hadn't exerted herself that much?but because she

was.Trust. Curtis has no choice now but to put his full faith in the dog. If they are to be free, they will be free.burning eternal. The motion of the

Windchaser makes the moon appear to roll like a wheel..As Aunt Gen sprinkled Parmesan cheese over a bowl of cold pasta salad, she served up a

smile that.Veronica emitted a semi audible gasp as the glass slipped from her fingers and spilled down her coat. She snatched up her bag and

straightened up from her seat in a single movement; the escorts merely raised their heads for a second or two as she hurried to the rear, holding her

coat away from her body and brushing off the liquid with her hand. The matron did not rise from her seat just across the aisle; there was nothing aft

but a few more seats, the restroom, and lockers used by the crew. The flight-attendant with short red hair who walked by with a blanket under her

arm and disappeared into the forward cabin less than ten seconds later blended so naturally into the background that none of the escorts really even

noticed her..victims?.While Alan Jackson filled the jukebox with a melancholy lament about loneliness, Noah fished the
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