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When they came to themselves, they wept awhile and the folk assembled about them, marvelling at that which they saw, and questioned them of

their case. So the young men vied with each other who should be the first to discover the story to the folk; and when the Magian saw this, he came

up, crying out, 'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the day!' and said to them, 'Why have ye broken open my chest? I had in it jewels and ye have stolen them,

and this damsel is my slave-girl and she hath agreed with you upon a device to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and called aloud for succour,

saying, 'I appeal to God and to the just king, so he may quit me of these wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our mother and thou stolest her.'

Then words waxed many between them and the folk plunged into talk and prate and discussion concerning their affair and that of the [pretended]

slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between them, so that [at last] they carried them up to the king..Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her

cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..Then he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their

former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this

state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us

thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier

sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither burden nor grievance to

them..When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah

rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter

and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers

saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they

bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume,

the Arabic the page.?Story of the Unlucky Merchant..? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me my comrades kept the watch! How many a stony

waste I've crossed, how many a desert dread!.The Khalif marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed, his letter testifieth of

him; and as for the magnificence of his dominion, thou hast acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he hath been given both

wisdom and dominion.' Then he bestowed on me largesse and dismissed me, so I returned to my house and paid the poor-rate (216) and gave alms

and abode in my former easy and pleasant case, forgetting the grievous stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart the cares of travel and

traffic and put away travail from my thought and gave myself up to eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".There was once a man hight

Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his

townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a

learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was

wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? b.

The Controller's Story cxix.89. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi cccxcix.King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..Thereupon they all

dismounted and putting off that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his

protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they

all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him

and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came

presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El

Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave

him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..? ? ? ? ? The pains of long desire have wasted me away; Estrangement and

disdain my body sore have tried..?OF CLEMENCY..Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised

with them and asked them questions and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in

the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of

administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and

fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them

of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted

customs..? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..125. The Muslim Champion

and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.They tell that Haroun er Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman

and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee and

increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with him,

"Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the

Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath

taken it from the saying of the poet, 'When an affair is accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is
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accomplished."' As for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till,

whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase

thee in elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet, 'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her

saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,' it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside,

verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).So the affair was concluded and

we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the

Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had

seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for

vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the

morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for

breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..So the friend turned to the sharper and said to

him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is

innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is

with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were

with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was

confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand

dinars..As for Er Razi and El Merouzi, they made peace with each other and sat down to share the booty. Quoth El Merouzi, 'I will not give thee a

dirhem of this money, till thou pay me my due of the money that is in thy house.' And Er Razi said 'I will not do it, nor will I subtract this from

aught of my due.' So they fell out upon this and disputed with one another and each went saying to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a dirhem!' And

words ran high between them and contention was prolonged..When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his

affair to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that

indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the

thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death.

As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the

sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength,

said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the

water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'.The Fourth Day..And when she had made an end of her song, she wept sore..Arab of the Benou Tai,

En Numan and the, i. 203..Then they displayed Dinarzad in a second and a third and a fourth dress and she came forward, as she were the rising

sun, and swayed coquettishly to and fro; and indeed she was even as saith the poet of her in the following verses:.His love on him took pity and

wept for his dismay, ii. 210..Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight hundred thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her

feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the world not be bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!'

Then she returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose and danced, till all present were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou

embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment over men and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the excellence of thy

faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy service; but now the dawn is near at hand;

so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and found with her none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the ground and slept till she

had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking herself to the pool, made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and

pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which had betided him after her and wept sore..? ? ? ? ? Could they who reproach me but see my

sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones bewail..26. The City of Lebtait cclxxii.? ? ? ?

? I fear to be seen in the air, Without my consent, unaware;.Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of

Police, ii. 117..Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his

sword and smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon one recited the following verses:.They have shut out thy person from my sight, iii. 43..As for

the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to

the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my

friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he

went down and opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he

stole up again to the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief.

Now the house in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art

a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.When King Shehriyar heard

his brother's words he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and arising forthright, went in to his wife Shehrzad and gave her to know of that which his

brother purposed, to wit, that he sought her sister Dinarzad in marriage; whereupon, "O king of the age," answered she, "we seek of him one
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condition, to wit, that he take up his abode with us, for that I cannot brook to be parted from my sister an hour, because we were brought up

together and may not brook severance from each other. If he accept this condition, she is his handmaid." King Shehriyar returned to his brother and

acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had said; and he answered, saying, "Indeed, this is what was in my mind, for that I desire nevermore to be

parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God the Most High shall send unto it whom He chooseth, for that there abideth to me no desire for the

kingship.".Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in making

war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army. His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king

of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his brother's son

in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it

was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made

answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that

day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..Officer's Story, The Fourteenth, ii. 183..? ? ? ? ? For the

uses of food I was fashioned and made; The hands of the noble me wrought and inlaid..19. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn

cclxxxvi.As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick!

Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath

befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king,

except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora,

and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and

children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".So the prince's

father and his uncle and his mother and the grandees of the realm repaired to his tomb and the princess made lamentation over him, crying aloud.

She abode by the tomb a whole month; then she let fetch painters and caused them limn her portraiture and that of the king's son. Moreover, she set

down in writing their story and that which had befallen them of perils and afflictions and set it [together with the pictures], at the head of the tomb;

and after a little, they departed from the place. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary, O king of the age, than the story of the fuller and

his wife and the trooper and what passed between them.".53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.68. Kisra

Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.109. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the

Eagle clii.Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to pray for none till he had confessed to her

his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed, and he was straightway made whole of sickness, by

permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she knew them forthright, though they knew her not, and

said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I required my

brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her and accused her to the townsfolk of

adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and falsehood and of the slaying of the

[innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.So saying, he sprang to his feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out

at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote one of them, whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out

at them and buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon the thieves left that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their

wits forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not in their flight till they came forth of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length

behind them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the soreness of that which had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..?A

MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..'I was aforetime in such a city and hid a thousand dirhems in a monastery there. After awhile, I went thither and

taking the money, bound it about my middle. [Then I set out to return] and when I came to the desert, the carrying of the money was burdensome to

me. Presently, I espied a horseman pricking after me; so I [waited till he came up and] said to him, "O horseman, carry this money [for me] and

earn reward and recompense [from God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will not do it, for I should weary myself and weary my horse." Then he went on,

but, before he had gone far, he said in himself, "If I take up the money and spur my horse and forego him, how shall he overtake me?" And I also

said in myself, "Verily, I erred [in asking him to carry the money]; for, had he taken it and made off, I could have done nought." Then he turned

back to me and said to me, "Hand over the money, that I may carry it for thee." But I answered him, saying, "That which hath occurred to thy mind

hath occurred to mine also; so go in peace."'.Unto me the whole world's gladness is thy nearness and thy sight, iii. 15..As for his mother, Shah

Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and

she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the

court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him,

'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his

matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee

to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy

son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be
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in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures

and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.'.? ? ? ? ? A damsel made for love and decked with

subtle grace; Thou'dst deem the very sun had borrowed from her face..Old Woman, the Merchant and the King, The, i. 265..Voyage of Sindbad the

Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..O friends, the East wind waxeth, the morning draweth near, iii. 123..So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar,

where he found the youth seated at the upper end of the merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon

on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's

speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that [which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for

nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for

that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I

will not take her from thee but at an advance on that which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred

dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her to thee, may God bless thee in her.".Then came her brother to him and said, "O Firouz, an

thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife, come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will have me

plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God assist our

lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls and ruined

its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And he

answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden, as he

saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And

Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I entered it

again, the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him.".In every rejoicing a boon (240) midst the

singers and minstrels am I, ii. 258.22. El Hejjaj and the three Young Mem ccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in Love with the Picture

dcccxciv.? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I begin on you with chiding than the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter than clear cold water and more

sweet..Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to him and made Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then

they went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth and ranged his troops and took the spear and sallied out in person and fought a sore battle

and overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops, ignominiously. When the king and his army returned in triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him,

'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of thee that thou art compassed about with this vast army, yet dost thou apply thyself in person

to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of learning and deemest that victory is in abundance

of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah, then, thou errest in this thy belief! Woe and again

woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed, this army is appointed only for adornment and majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too,

O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in the multitude of men, and an enemy came out against me with eight hundred men, whilst I

had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in God; so he defeated me and routed me and I was

put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who had] withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I

joined myself to him and complained to him of my case and acquainted him with all that had befallen me. Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell

thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not," answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest thy trust in the multitude of thy troops and reliedst not

upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy trust in God and believed in Him that it is He [alone] who advantageth and endamageth thee, thine

enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return unto God." So I returned to myself and repented at the hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn

back with what remaineth to thee of troops and confront thine enemies, for, if their intents be changed from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert

thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my trust in God the Most High, and gathering together those who remained with me, fell upon mine

enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us many and fled on the shamefullest wise, whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of

my place by the might of God the Most High, and now I fight not but [trusting] in His aid.'.However, after awhile, one of the women took pity on

me and brought me a rag of thin stuff and cast it on me. With this I covered my privities, and no more, and abode awhile thus. Then said I in

myself, "The husbands of these women will presently gather together on me and I shall be disgraced." So I went out by another door of the house,

and young and old crowded about me, running after me and saying, "A madman! A madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at the door;

whereupon out came my wife and seeing me naked, tall, bareheaded, cried out and ran in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But, when she

and my family knew me, they rejoiced and said to me, "What aileth thee?" I told them that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me and had

been like to kill me; and when I told them that they would have killed me, they praised God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety. So

consider the craft of this woman and this device that she practised upon me, for all my pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.Unlucky

Merchant, The, i 73..When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress

returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the

cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings

saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the world
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on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she

whose like God the Most High hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and

required of him the [promised] story; so he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him not and insisted

upon him with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife (247) [that

thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder chamber?' Then

she turned to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning which he had

sworn falsely. So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was and that he

should take it up..The Eleventh Day..137. Otbeh and Reyya dclxxx.When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased

him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings

and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have

done well in that which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most

High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they

kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon

them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).?Story of

King Bihkerd..? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dcxvi.When she had made an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady

Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and

obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.Haroun er

Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on me and still

on slaying me are bent!.? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story xxviii.Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and

said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed

unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he

hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and

not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced him

and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that

pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty

to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died and his son

reigned in his stead..Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress v.This

story pleased King Shah Bekht and he marvelled thereat; but the vizier said to him, "This story is not more extraordinary than that of the rich man

who married his fair daughter to the poor old man." The king's mind was occupied with the [promised] story and he bade the vizier withdraw to his

lodging. So he [returned to his house and] abode there the rest of the night and the whole of the following day..When the queen heard the last of the

talk, she said to the cook, 'The judgment between you shall not be but in accordance with justice.' Then she dismissed all those who were present

and turning to her brother, said to him, 'Indeed thy soothfastness is established with me and the truth of thy speech, and praised be God who hath

brought about union between thee and thy wife! So now begone with her to thy country and leave [seeking] thy sister Selma and depart in peace.'

But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah, by the virtue of the All-knowing King, I will not turn back from seeking my sister till I die or find her, if it

please God the Most High!' Then he called his sister to mind and broke out with the following verses from a heart endolored, afflicted,

disappointed, saying:.? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed

your sight..Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the hand of a champion

who feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword shore the target in

sunder and descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell

down, wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere Hudheifeh's army was

in full flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet], whom God bless and keep, I

saw El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left, till he scattered them abroad

in every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of him.".? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith

and the Cashmere Singing-Girl dccccxc.Now there was with him a youth and he said, "By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six months

since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought hither." Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place

wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the stolen goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took them and

carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of

mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, Yet ye

torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, ii. 204, 271..? ? ? ? ? ?

? ? ? ? My severance to bewail in torment and dismay..?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..Selim and Selma, ii. 81..When the king
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returned from his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter answered, 'All is well, O king, save a vile matter,

which I have discovered here and wherewith I am ashamed to confront the king; but, if I hold my peace thereof, I fear lest other than I discover it

and I [be deemed to] have played traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and my trust.' Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for thou art

none other than a truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in aught.' And the vizier said, 'O king, this

woman to whose love thy heart cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, I will make plain to thee that this is craft and

guile.' At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know,' answered the vizier, 'that some days after thy departure, one came to me and

said to me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So I went to the door of the [queen's] sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with Aboulkhair, her father's

servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which I saw and heard.'.? ? ? ? ? Thine honour,

therefore, guard and eke thy secret keep, Nor save to one free-born and true thy case confess..Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..As for the youth, he

gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch money from him, so he might pay the rest of the girl's price, saying

to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go to his father and say to him, "Thy son hath wasted thy money and

wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I am he in whom he confided and to whom he hath entrusted his son?

Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of pilgrims], in despite of this fool of a youth; and when he

is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid] and return to his father, and I shall be quit of travail and reproach.' So

he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode there..Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and

entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him,

'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned

me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the

utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no

goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".Queen Shuaaeh was moved to

exceeding delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an hundred thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the

dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the

garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that which had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose,

behold, there came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds; the branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in

various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently, up came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and

jacinths white and red and having four steps of gold, together with many carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold.

These latter they spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and

ambergris..89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.So the sharper took the two thousand dinars and made off; and when he was gone, the merchant said to

his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and I are like unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was their

case?' asked the other; and the merchant said,.? ? ? ? ? Suppose for distraction he seek in the Spring and its blooms one day, The face of his loved

one holds the only Spring for his eye..? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had

fall'n to ruin and decay..Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by

him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast

not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed

woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him,

'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be

admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not

escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for

whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.? ? ? ? ? We spent the night in passing the cup, my mates and I, Till in the Eastward heaven

the day-star did appear..? ? ? ? ? Woe's me for one who burns for love and longing pain! Alas for the regrets my heart that rend and tear!.? ? ? ? ? i.

The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.When he heard this, he came up to me and looking in my face, cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my brother,

the son of my mother and father! Allah! Allah!' Then he loosed me from my bonds and kissed my head, and behold it was my friend who used to

borrow money of me. When I kissed his head, he kissed mine and said, 'O my brother, be not affrighted.' Then he called for my clothes [and money

and restored to me all that had been taken from me] nor was aught missing to me. Moreover, he brought me a bowl full of [sherbet of] sugar, with

lemons therein, and gave me to drink thereof; and the company came and seated me at a table. So I ate with them and he said to me, 'O my lord and

my brother, now have bread and salt passed between us and thou hast discovered our secret and [become acquainted with] our case; but secrets [are

safe] with the noble.' Quoth I, 'As I am a lawfully-begotten child, I will not name aught [of this] neither denounce [you!*]' And they assured

themselves of me by an oath. Then they brought me out and I went my way, scarce crediting but that I was of the dead..When the king heard this,

he said in himself, "Since the tither repented, in consequence of the admonitions [of the woodcutter], it behoves that I spare this vizier, so I may

hear the story of the thief and the woman." And he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging..The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..?OF THE
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ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the

secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she,

"By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses."

And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer

and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix."He

shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "Heman ben Ghalib el Ferezdec," (55) answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who

saith, glorying in adultery ..." [And he repeated the following verses:].Envy and Malice, Of, i. 125..On this wise she abode a great while and indeed

yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door of her chamber and straining him to her bosom,

kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the king's household and seeing her embracing the youth, abode

amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,' whereupon he turned back,

trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the matter?' 'O king,' answered he,

'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder youth, who came with the

eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door, and she was standing, watching;

[and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second

Brother xxxi.?OF TRUST IN GOD..When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou

hast done away trouble from my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth

damsel, who was from the land of the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and

she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a

face like the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the

[same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel had met many kings and had consorted with the

great; so she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.The Third Night of the Month.Then said

Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and none

shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder fellow

and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert

upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus

wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she

said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave [matter].'.?

? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said to the queen-mother,

'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in what issue her affair

hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to you, so it please God

the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help thee to that which

thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and treasures and what

not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence,

saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast need..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth

Brother clviii
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